932 Registration Bill :

Teqislatibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 10th October, 1900.

Petition : Hompton Pluins Railway —Question: Wynd-
ham Public Works—Trustess Bill, third reading—
Reristration of Births, Deaths, and inges Bill,

on report—Motion ; Perth Public Aospital, n Com-

wigsion of Inquiry (Amendment pnssed)—Papers

Presented—Motion: Dry Dock for Fremantle

(Amendwent passed)—Motion: Prospecting, Vote

to encournge (odjourned)—Motion: Fedemtion

Referendum, improper Issue of Certificates—Papors:

Wyndham Aborigine Child and Mrs. Durnck—

Motion: Payment of Members, to Legislate, Divi-

slon—Adjournment.

Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PETITION—HAMPTON PLAINS
RATILWAY.

Mr. MoorHEAD presented a petition

praying for leave to introduce a Bill to
anthorise the Hampton Plains Estate
Limited to constrnet and maintaln a
railway from Lakeside to Hampton
Plains.

Petition received and read.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM PUBLIC
WORKS,

Mr. VOSPER asked the Premier:
‘Why public moneys were spent in the
Wyndham district without being sub-
mitted to the competition of public tender.

Tere PREMIKR replied: Because in
that remote district, where competition is
very limited, it has been found to be more
advantageous to carry out works depart-
mentally.

TRUSTEES BILL.
Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. [LLivgworTE (for Mr. James) and
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS,
AND MARRIAGES AMENDMENT BILL.

ON REPORT.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the report from Committee be
adopted.

k. ILLINGWORTH: Attention had
been called to Sub-clause () of Clause 3,
having reference to dates. That sub-clause
provided that a person could be registered
after twelve months. It would be possible
for some persons who desired to establigh
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an heir to property of some kind to come
in and vegister a child, or to declare a
child his own, whether it were his own or
not. Omne would like to lmow whether
the Attorney General had considered the
point sufficiently, because we were taking
a new departure entirely at variance with
what existed in the Eastern colonies and
NewZealand. It was a question whether,
if a child could be registered after seven
years, people would not say there was
plenty of time, and put off registration
until the last minnte, as was done now.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Bill was based on the Act in Vietoria, the
section in that Act bearing on the question
being 98. The object of this Bill was to
enable people who had been neglectful in
registering the birth of their children to
get such children registered, but after
seven years from birth children could not
be registered except with the consent of a
Judge.

Me. InniweworTH : On evidence satis-
factory to the Judge?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERATL: Yes.

Question put and passed, and the
report adopted.

MOTION—PERTH FUBLIC HOSPITAL, A
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY.

Me. HALL (Perth) moved :

That, in the opinion of this House, a Royal
Commission should be appointed- to ingquire
into the condition of the Perth Hospital ; such
Commission to consist of gentlemen wholly
unconnected with the hospital.

He said: I think most members are in
accord with the wigh that there shall be
a thorough examination into the manage-
ment of the Perth Public Hospital. I
understand that the member for Toodyay
(Mr. Quinlan} is a member of the hospital
committee ; and whilst he is of opinion
that the management is perfect, he is
quite with me in thinking that an inquiry
would do good. T hope the motion will
be carried, because the Perth Hoaspital is
a public institution, and, as such, is
open to eriticism. Certainly, as far as
the Perth public are concerned, it has
beon freely crificised in the Press and
otherwise for some time past, and criti-
cised very unfavonrably—whether deser-
vedly or not I am not prepared to say; but
there have been numerous cases lately
before the public in relation to which it
certainly seems the management are to
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blame. We recently had a case of o man
named Rogers, residing at Wanneroo,
who was refused admission to the hospital;
and an independent inquiry was held,
consisting of a jury, with Mr. Roe as
chairman, which jury brought in a verdict
to this effect:

In our opinion the system of examination of
fresh patients at present in vogue in the Perth
Public Hospital 13 totally inadequate to the
requirements, and increased medical assistants
shonld be secured ; and we further consider
that if the deceased had been more carefully
cxamined he would have been admitted to the
hospital.

The Acting Coroner said he could not
receive that verdict, for it amounted to
a verdict of manslaughter against Dr.
Horrocks. The foreman of the jury said
there was no intention to reflect on
Dr. Horrocks in any way, but the jury
felt called upon to make some remark
on the method of managemeunt by the
hospital anthorities. That is severe con-
demnation, and I think that alone
warrants this House in appointing a
Royal Commission to inquire into the
management. As far as I can see, the
management seems to be a close borough,
and apparently there are only a favoured
few who seem to get the run of the hos-
pital. There is a very bad system here, I
think, of having the hospital partially
controllet by some wembers of the
medical profession. I know that in the
hospital at Melbourne the medical pro-
fession are totally excluded from the
management. The management of the
Melbourne hospital is composed entirely
of laymen, and professional gentlemen
are only called in when it is necessary to
get professional advice on any matter.
Whilst on the subject of complaint T may
mention that one of the members or
would-be members of one of the Con-
tingents told me recently he contracted
some trouble through the hard work
which the Contingent underwent in camp,
and he could not go to the war., He was
sent into the Perth hospital, and he him-
self informed me that the food given to
the patients was such that he would have
felt ashamed to give it to his dog. IKven
since I gave notice of this motion fully
half-u-dozen people have come to me and
stated their willingness to give evidence.
T'hey have made very great complaints of
want of proper management. Then there
bas been a continued agitation by the
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friendly societies. 1t seems that the
hospital authorities refuse to admit any
member of a friendly society. When
a person is taken to the hospital or goes
there, the question asked 1s, “ Are you
a member of any friendly society ” ? and
if the reply be in the affirmative, he
is refused admittance. The friendly
societies in this colony very justly com-
plain that this puts a tax on industry,
a tax on those who desire to help them-
selves. Then, again, an inquiry will
do good, perhaps, in the way of gelting
this hospital partly maintamed by the
public, as is the case with hospitals in
Melbourne and elsewhere. Here the
hospital is almost entirely supported by
the Government, and as a proof that this
hospital i1s not fully appreciated by the
public T have only to instance that an
attempt was made some time ago to
initiate a Sunday hospital movement, the
same as in the other colonies, and as
exists at Fremantle, and the attempt
totally failed, showing that the public
have no confidence whatever in the man-
agement of the hospital. How much
better would it be for the Government
of this colony if thev could get the public
to subscribe, and then only have to add
£ for £ as is done in the other colonies.
I can assure you, sir, that there are very
grave complaints in Perth as regards the
managenment of the hospital, and if on
inquiry these complaints are found to be
groundless, I shall be exceedingly pleased,
as will this House; but I think in the
interests of the hospital, in the interests
of the public, and in justice to those who
have the management of this hospital, an
inquiry shounld be held. I do not propose
to make a long speech, and therefore I
will simply move the motion.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie) : I second this motion, because T
think there is a general consensus of
opinion that the condition of the hospital
should be inquired into. T know that as
far as I am concerned I have received a
very large number of complaints from
indoor and outdoor patients about the
various details connected with the man-
agement, and my only reason for mot
having taken action in the matter before
is that T hoped the subject would be dealt
with by the hospital authorities them-
gelves. This last affair—the death of
this man Rogers—appears to me te sog-
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gest the existence of a very scandalous
state of affairs. I do not want to fix the
blame on one or any number of persons,
but it dves seem to me to be an outrage
that a man should be brought in a dying
condition to the doors of an institution
which is largely supported by the people,
and still more largely supported by the
Government .

Mx. MowGER : Very slightly supported
by the public. Bghtly supp

Me. VOSPER : I cannot help thinking
that it is scandalous that a man should
be turned away from the doors of this
hospital on account of red.tapeism or
some other formality, and should be
allowed to die for want of assistance.
That such was the case is shown by the
coroner's jury. The member for York
{(Mr. Monger) has remarked that the
hospital is supported to a very small
extent by the public. As a matter of
faet, although the hospital gets Govern.
ment grants, it is wholly supported by
the public, because the public are made
to pay the amount of the Government
grant. Still there is value in what the
hon. member says, because the amount of
voluntary subscriptions given towards
this hospital is very small indeed. And
why should that be the case? In other
countries and in other towns of this
colony we find that the public, as a whole,
are very liberal in supporting hospitals.
It appears that in Perth they are not
willing to contribute, the real reason
being that they have no confidence in
these institutions as they are conducted
in this colony.

Tee PreEMrer: That is not so. The
people on the goldfields have control of
the hospitals there, and how do they sub-
scribe ¥ How do they subseribe in your
own distriet P Take Kanowna.

Mr. VOSPER: They have not the
whole control.

Tee Premier: They have the whole
control.

Mz. VOSPER: In Kanowna itself two
hospitals were maintained by the public
for a very long time, one being the
miners’ hospital and the other the Gov-
ernment hospital; and in Bulong the
hospital ie very largely supported by the
people, the amount derived from the
Government in the shape of a grant being,
I think, only a small sum.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Motion for Inguiry.

Tee PrEMiER : They pet more than
they contribute, all of them,

Me. VOSPER: I do not think so.
The public, as a general rule, do not
appear to have confidence in the hospitals
of this colony, for a feeling exists that
there 18 a scandalous waste, and in almost
every case there is a general complaint
of mismanagement. To my mind it is
necessary that a Hospitals Bill should be
passed here for the proper control and
management of public hogpitals throngh-
out the colony, at as early a date as
possible ; and I hope the effect of this
nguiry into the Perth Hospital will Le
to illustrate more forcibly the necessity
for this legislation.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) - I am always disinclined to

-oppose the appointment of select com-

mittees for inquiring into the working of
public institutions, and I do not intend
to oppose this one, At the same time, it
seems fto me there is a desire in this
House to have select committees on public
institutions to a larger extent than is
reasonable. Hon. members will find that
no public institution gives absolute satis-
faction to everyone ; and if members will
examine the personnel of the committee
who manage the Perth Hospital, they
will find that all chose persons are men of
known respectability and position in the
place, and this fact in itself should be
some guarantee that these gentlemen are
not likely to do anything that is not con-
sistent with their public duty. We must
remember, too, that these positions are
honorary, that they are undertaken only
from a sense of public duty, and that
there is nothing to be gained, so faras I
know, not even a little kudos, which
seems to be the incentive to some perasons
who undertake public duties. All that
these gentlemen can get is a lot of work.
If we unduly harass these persons and do
not show we have confidence in them, I
Imow what will happen. They will have
nothing to do with the institution, and
will leave it to others. Is it likely that
better men can be got than those who
now form the committee of this institu-
tion? In my opinion, it is not likely. I
know we had a great deal of trouble in
getting persons of kmown position, who
would be satisfactory to the public, to
act on this commiittee; and it would not
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be an easy matter to induce other good
men to take that position; therefore we
ought to have really good grounds before
we appoint a select committee to inquire
into the working of a public institutien
controlled altogether by persons outside
the influence of the Government. The
Government have very little influence,
and in reality have no control over the
management of this hospital. We have
to provide nearly all the funds, but in
regard to the management, it was the

desire of this House and of people out-

side that the management of the Perth
Hospital should be removed from the
control of the Government, and placed in
the hands of an independent public
hoard. That bas been done. The Act
provides also that the board should be
elective so soon as a certain proportion
of the funds was contributed by the
public. Unfortunately that has not been
the case. The public for some reason—
probably because they have not been
asked—have not contributed in any
material degree to the maintenance of
the Perth Public Hospital; the largest
contributor, and almost the only one,
being a firm of Chinese in Perth, who
contribute £25 a year. We have this
institution managed with care, as we well
know; and though there may be some
alterations necessary in the appointment
of medical officers, in regard to the
term they should continue to occupy the
positivn, yet T know this has already
been dealt with by the Colonial Secre-
tary, who has sent a communication
to the hospital committes, suggesting
that an alteration should be made by
shortening the term of the appointment.
There may be some other little alterations
desirable; but if this House expects that
a better committee of management can
be got by having a public inguiry
through a select committee, I think hon.
members will not get a better board, and
will be disappeinted with the result. 1
know the result of an inquiry will be to
show that the hospital is thoroughly well
managed. I think there is no doubt that
this institution will be found to be well
and carefully managed; and mnotwith-
standing one case which the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) has
referred to, I know the opinion he has
expressed is not indorsed by persons who
appear to have looked into the case. I
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am nof conversant with the case wmyself,
except by hearsay; but I say that case is
not a, sufficient reason for appointing a
select committee to inquire into the
working of this independent public board.
The result, as I have said, will be that
hon. members will not get suitable
persons of geod position to perforin these
honorary duties, if they are not treated
with respect and consideration by this
House. We may be sure that persons
who occupy these positions will not con-
sent to be insulted by this House or by
any one else, by having their actions
ingquired into when there is no real reason
for it. I am informed that the president
of the board does not object to an
inquiry, in fact no one objects to it so
far as T know; but hon. members will
find, if an inquiry be made, that the
hospital is well and carefully managed,
and the result will be a justification of
the actions of the board. I de not
abject on personal or any other grounds
to an inquiry.  In regard to one or two
patients not having been well treated in
the hospital, I do not think that a patient
is a good judge as to whether the
food supplied to him in the hospital is
of the right sort or not. 'When a person
feels ill, probably he would like to have
chops and rich food, when he ought not to
have them. In many cases of illness we
kmow the best cure is to take little or no
food for a time. That is my experience,
anyway, and that is the treatment I
always receive when 1 have the mis-
fortune to get ill—I am put on low diet.
No doubt that has been the case with the
patient mentioned by the hon. member.
If patients paid for the food they received
in a. public hospital, and had to pay a
good round sum for it, they might

- appreciate it and be perfectly satisfied;

but when they get it for nothing, they
are dissatisfied and grumble, and say
they have not been well treated We
know that is often the case with persons
who get good things for nothing. I con-
sider this motion will do no good; and
in forming that opinion I go by the
position and character of the men who
are on the hospital board. They are
fifteen in number, and all good men, well
Imown and respected in the coleny; and
it will take a good deal of evidence to
make me believe those gentlemen have
not acted properly and worthily in carry-
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ing out the public duties they have
undertaken.

Mr. MONGER (York): While dis-
posed to support the motion, I hope this
Royal Commission, if appointed, will not
be on the same lines as other royal
commissions I have been associated with
in recent years. That ig, I hope the com-
mission will not be ene whose members
are to receive remuneration for their
services, but that any duties they
undertake to perform will be honorary.
I do not think there are many persons
in Perth who are desirous of sitting
upon these Roya] Commissions in ordinary
circumstances ; but if it is the wish of the
House to appoint such a commission, let it
be understood that this iz not to be a Royal
Commission appointed under the same
terms and conditions as the Royal Com-
mission on Mining, in respect of which
the colony was mulcted in an expense of
some thousands of pounds. Let it be
understood that this is to be a commis-
gion the members of which voluntarily
tender their services. 1f the commission
is to be appointed upon that basis, I shall
support the motion.

Me. QUINLAN (Toodyay) : I regret
I was out of the House when this motion
was moved. It was once before on the
Notice Paper, and was removed, I do
not know why ; but I was given to under-
stand it was not necessary after the report
from the hospital committee, which was
recently placed on the table of the Honse.
Hotwever, the mover has thought fit again
to introduce the subject; and, so far as
the Hospital Board is concerned, of which
I am a member, I and my fellow members
court the fullest inquiry. I may further
add that, while courting ingquiry, I am so
confident of the result of that inquiry
that I think the House will be wasting the
money of the taxpayers if they appoint a
Royal Commission. Let a select com-
mittee be appointed from amongst those
members who are desirous of sitting on
select committees. If hon, members want
such work, they are welcome to it. For
my own part, I hope I shall not again be
offered an appointment on a select com-
mittee or on a commission. For some
fime past I have been acting on a com-
mittee, and have bad enough of it for the
next few years. However, the members
of the board, so far as I am able to
speak for them—and I think most hon.
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members know them—are, I venture to
say, men of the strictest integrity;
they give their time without fee or
reward ; and every care is exercised in the
management of that hospital. Suffice it
to say that the rate per head of cost is
considerably less than that of the Fre-
mantle Hospital, which has been boasted
of ag a well-managed institution. I believe
the Fremantle board deserve credit like-
wise for giving their time in the same
manner 88 do the board of the Perth

Hospital; but the rate per head in Perth

i8 lower; and this fact, I think, proves
that our hospital is managed as economic-
ally as possible. It appears that the case
which, [ understand, has been referred
to, and in which the name of Dr. Hor-
rocks was mentioned, may necessitate
some slight inquiry, if any at all; but the
board have laid down from time to time
the’ strictest rules that every comsidera-
tion be given to both inside and outside
patients; and I way here remark that
the verdict of the jury, if it had been
admitted by the acting coroner at the
time, would have been, in other words,
a verdict of manslaughter against Dr.
Horrocks; but the acting coroner very
properly disagreed with the jury’s verdict.
In addition to that, T am informed on
good authority that one of the jurymen,
at least, did not act up to his cath. Im
other words, he had a prejudice against
the hospital, because a relative of hig had
not been treated in the manner he wished,
That is no new thing. I have known of
other juries and witnesses in this colony
who did not adhere to their caths; and
for my own part I should like to see the
oath abolished, because it is totally dis-
regarded, and simply amounts to asking
people to commit crime. The Hospital
Board is composed of ten Luy members and
five doctors. Iam notonly on the board,
but am also on the house committee, and
am, with others, most anxious that every
care should be bestowed on the patients,
and all possible economy studied in the
interests of the taxpayers; and if there
is any reasonable complaint whatever, the
board, which is composed of reasonable
men, give to every case submitted to them
the best consideration it is possible to
bestow. I have just been handed a note
from my friend the Commissioner of
Railways (Hon. B. C. Wood), to the effect
that Chinamen are the only subscribers.
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Well, that is almost the case, It is true
that Chinamen are the principal sub-
scribers; but there would be plenty of
others who would subseribe, if the hospital
were not esfablished under the present
system ; that is, maintained out of the
funds of the taxpayers of the country. I
am perfectly willing, and I know of some
others who are also willing, to subscribe
to the funds of the hospital ; but we are
not willing to put our hands in our
pockets till the onus of the upkeep of
this establishment can be more fairly
divided. Most of us, I think, have had
some experience in such matters ; and we
know it 1s the custom for the few to find
the means, and for the many to go free;

and it i a question of whether the present .

method of running the hospital is not the
best, because all the taxpayers at present
contribute equally to the hospital revenue
provided by the Government. That is
why the subseriptions ave not given in a
manner that might be expected, for it is
generally held that all the public are
subscribers indirectly. With regard to
the friendly societies, which I understand
have also been referred to this evening,
they have been dealt with in the manner
they wished; in fact, only recently we
had a letter from the friendly societies
withdrawing some charges they had
previously made. I think that fact is
sufficient to show that the staternents
made with regard to friendly societies are
not warranted. The hospital now receives
members of friendly societies upon their
merits. If it is known that a member of
a friendly society is able to pay a doctor,
or if he has some other means of keeping
his family, of course he is not admitted to
the hospital to become a burden upon the
taxpayers; but if, on the other hand, he
is unable to contribute to the support of
his family, he is received in the hospital
at the moderate charge of £1 l1s. per
week, which sum certainly does not pay
for his upkeep, including medical attend-

ance and nursing, Those cases are dealt
" with on their merits; and, if hon.
members were only aware of the attempts
at times to impose upon the hospital—
that is, upon the pockets of the taxpayers
of this country—by people well able to
pay a doctor, they would be astonished.
Well-dressed people have the effrontery
to come to that hospital and ask for both
inside and outside attendance, who have
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plenty of means at their disposal to keep
themselves and to pay doctors. This
shows hon. members what care is exer-
cised, and how at timeés when we have
to deal with people of that kind, we bave
to do unpleasant things, as happens to
other people at various times in their
lives. We have at times to say “no’ toa
demand for some help; and, when it is
the opinion of the board and the secre-
tary, formed upon certain information
received, that people soliciting help are
not warranted in so deoing by lack
of means, then arise cases of this kind,
and some extravagant paragraph appears
in a paper demanding an inquiry into the
Perth Hospital. The member for Perth
(Mr. Hall) has moved this motion ; but he
gave the notice on a former occasion, and
after the report of the hospital committee
it was dropped, and is now brought up
again, when it appears that something
new has arisen. Well, I do not know of
any new case which warrants a commis-
sion of inquiry; but as regards a select
committee, which will not involve any tax
on the people of this country, I am quite
in favour of it, and am confident of the
result.

Mr. Mowerr: I have had the
pleasure of sitting on some Royal Com-
missions, of which the members have not
been paid. Tet the members of this
commission, if they wish to sit on it, be
treated in the sanie way.

Me. QUINTLAN : As far as the board
are concerned, T am prepared for an
inquiry ; but I do not want to see & waste
of money for mo good purpose; and
therefore I beg to move an amendment
to the motion: that the words “Royal
Commission,” in line 1, be struck out,
and * Select Committee " inserted in heu
thereof ; and that the words in lines 2
and 3, ‘“such committee should consist
of gentlemen wholly unconnected with
the hospital” be also struck out.

Me. HALL (in reply): The last
speaker is slightly wrong when le tells
us that the motion was dropped on one
occasion on agcount of the hospital com-
mittee’s report having appeared.

Mg, Quinraxn: You told us so.
is why I said it.

Mr. HALL: The hospital eommittee’s
report had nothing whatever to do with
the dropping of the motion. It was
understood by me that certain alterations

That



938 Perth Hospital.

were being made by the hospital com-
mittee, and therefore I allowed the
motion to drop. As these alterations
were not carried out, I renewed the
motion. I may say the Premier has
mentioned that I have only one or two
cases. One of the cases, as has been
observed, was fatal; and in reference to
that case the evidence went to show that
Rogers went to the hospital at 8 o'clock
in the morning, and was told he could
not see a doctor till 11 a.m., so he had
to walt three hours; and Dr. Horrocks
said, in his evidence, that he had so many
patients to see that he could not eiamine
Rogers; so Rogers was passed on and
not allowed to enter the hospital, but
was sent away with a dose of Epsom
salts. Now fhere are plenty of cases to
quote. My reason for not quoting them
was because I did not wish to take
up the time of the House; but here
is a case of typhoid fever reported,
where o man was turned out of
the hospital one or two days after
he got out of bed for the first
time. The man bad no money, no
relatives, no howe; and he had to sleep
in the serub at night. Another was a
cage of rupture, where the patient's
doctor wrote a special letter describing
the case and its urgency. Apparently
the letter was not read till the next day;
anyway, the man was not examined, nor
wag anything done for him for 24 hours,
Meanwhile, an extravasation of wurine
had spread all over his body; abscesses
ensued, and the man nearly lost his
life in consequence. There are cases
innumerable. It was certainly not my
intention, in moving for a Royal Com-
misgion, that the country showld be put
to any expense such as has been indicated
by the mewber for York (Mr. Monger).
I believe that, as usual, witnesses will
have to be paid; but my object was to
have an inguiry held by gentlemen totally
unconnected with the hospital; and so
long as there is an inquiry, I do not very
much object to the manner of it, whether
it be by Select Committee or by Royal
Commission. I should prefer a Royal
Commission, because then we roight have
more time to devote to the subject. We
koow very well that, ordinarily, members
appointed on select committees of this
House are so occupied with their private
business and with their public duties
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in this Chamber that they have little
time to pay proper attention to the
work of the committee, the result being
that very often the findings of select
committees are valueless. Therefore I
think that if a Royval Commission
were appointed so as to allow of persons
outside this House being on that Com-
mission, it would be much better than
a2 Select Committee. At the same
time, if this House thinks that a Select
Committee 18 all that is required, I am
perfectly willing to fall in with that view,
but I urge that a Royal Comnission be
appointed. T have been on Royal Com-
missions of this House, the members of
which received no payment. Indeed, I
have never known members receive pay-
ment except in the case of the Mining
Commnission, and the members of that
were paid under special circumstances,
because they were men who had to be
hunted for, hundreds of miles away, and
to be dragged down to Perth. I feel sure
there are plenty of business men in and
around Perth who would be willing to
act on this commission without fee or
reward ; therefore I hope the House will
agree to a Royal Commission on the
understanding that such commission be
not paid.

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion as amended agreed to.

Mg. HALL: I trust that no one on
the committee governing the Perth Public
Hospital will be elected 2 member of the
Belect Committee,

A ballot for the Select Committee
having been taken, the following mem-
bers were elected: Mr. D. Forrest, Mr.
J. F. T. Hassell, Mr. Oats, and Mr.
Solomon, in addition to the mover (Mr.
Hall).

Ordered, that the Committee have
power to send for persons and papers,
and to sit during any adjournment of the
House; also to report on the 24th
October.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Death of Cathe-
rine Clifford in Fremantle TLunatic
Asgylum, Correspondence; 2, Telephone
Regulation No. 4, Amendment; 3, Eight-
hours Day, Telegrams between Premiers
of Australian Colonies as to observance
of holiday on public railways; 4, Mini-
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mum Wage in Government Contracts,
Telegrams between Premiers.
Ordered to be on the table.

MOTION—DRY DOCK FOR FREMANTLE.

Mr. SOLOMON (South Fremantle)
moved :

That, in the obinion of this House, it is in
the best interest of the colony that the com-
struction of a dry dock at Fremantle should
be taken in hand immediately.

He gaid: It will be remembered that
so far back as 1896 it was decided by
this House that a dry dock should be
commenced at Fremantle, and a sum of
£140,000 was voted for that purpose.
Since then there has been a reappropria-
tion of over £105,000 of the amount for
other works. Now that we have the mail
steamers calling at Fremantle, and no
doubt otber vessels of large tonnage will
make use of the port to a greater extent
than hitherto, it becomes absolutely
necessary for the proper working of the
harbour that some facility should be pro-
vided for the'repair of ships at Fremantle.
At the present time there is a vessel of
large tonnage, the “ Euphrates,” consider-
ably damaged, and the best that can be
done for her is to patch her up in order
that she may be sent to a port in some
other colony for proper repair. In all
the principal harbours of other colonies,
a dry dock is provided in which vessels can
be placed for repair or for eleaning,  This
House recognised, years ago, that similar
facilities should be provided at Fremantle,
and a vote for the purpose was passed;
consequently it does not need much from
me on this oecasion to place the matter
before the House in order to induce hon,
members to support this motion for the
immediate construction of a dry dock at
Fremantle. 8o far as the money is
concerned, no doubt there will be a Loan
Bill before the House during the present
segsion ; and it is only fair to Fremantle
to place in that Bill, at any rate, the
amount that has been reappropriated
from the Fremantle dock vote and applied
to other purposes. I do not think there
will be two opinions in this House as to
the necessity for this work. It is a work
which may take a little time to complete,
but when it 18 done it will be useful ; and
it seems hard that, if we have vessels
coming to Fremantle which are unfor.
tunately disabled, we are obliged to send
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them to some other colony to be repaired
because we have not the appliances at
Fremantle which ought to have been
provided. Some little time ago a slight
accident occurred to ome of the mail
steamers while in the harbour. For-
tunately the damage was only slight, and
the railway workshops being at Fre-
mantle, they were the only means avail-
able for repairing the damage. We all
know the mail steamers remain in barbour
only a short time; consequently there
was not time to send to any private firm
for making the necessary repairs, and the
railway workshops had to be used for
the purpose. That was only a minor
accident; but accidents do oceur, and
often it is necessary that a vessel should
be put on the slip to overhaul her and see
whether any material damage has been
done. I feel sure the House will agree
with this motion, so that it is not neces-
sary for e to labour it. The Premier,
I feel sure, will see the justice of the
course I suggest in providing the money
which the House voted four years ago, the
greater part of which was afterwards
reappropriated for other works; and this
having been done, Fremantle is entitled
to some consideration; more especially
taking into account the circumstances of
the colony, and that we shall bave vessels
coming from all parts of the world before
long, and vessels are actually coming now
from many distant places. If it were
known that Fremantle had facilities for
docking a vessel for repair, there is no
doubt many vessels which now pass the
port would call in for repair at Fremantle,
this port being on the high road of trade
and commerce with the Eastern colonies,
and such vessels would not, as they do
now, go past to some other port for
repair. I leave the motion in the hands
of the House, feeling sure that hon.
members will do justice to Fremantle in
this matter.

Mr. HIGHAM (Fremautle): 1 do
not think it requires many words from
me to commend this motion to hon.
members. The desirability of building a
dry dock at Fremantle has been affirmed
by this House years ago; and although
there hag been some hesitation as to the
selection of a site, [ think the time has
come when the site should be finally
decided and the dock e commenced at
once. There can be no question that quite
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half a dozen, if not a dozen, vessels are
compelled to leave Fremantle for repairs
under the present conditions; and there
are at present in the harbour at Fre-
mantle four vessels which would probably
go into dock for repair, if that convenience
were available which this House provided
for four years ago by passing an item in
the Loan Bill. There are in the harbour
at present the * Socotra,” the “* Canada,”
the * Euphrates,” and the “Luna,” all
of which have come into barbour dis-
abled after suffering a great deal, except
the *Euphrates,” which was unfortu-
nately disabled in the harbour. These
vessels require the facilities of a dry
dock, and under the present condi-
tione the only thing that can be done
for them is to patch them up and
send them elsewhere to be properly re-
paired. In addition we have had vessel
after vessel during the last two or three
years for which we ought to have pro-
vided these facilities; and were it known
that & dry dock at Fremantle would be
available, other vessels requiring repair-
ing or cleaning, which now labour past
the port to reach some other port for
repair, would come into Fremantle. T
hope the. House will carry the motion
unanimously, for the work is absolutely
necessary for the shipping interests of
the colony, and a dry dock should be
constructed at omce. One hon. member
has interjected that we ought to strike
out the word “immediately ” ; but there
can be no question that this dock should
be constructed immediately. The neces:
sity for it has been admitted times out of
number, and a vote was passed for it four
years ago. Any one acquainted with the
pecessities of shipping at Fremantle must
admit that this dock should be constructed
immediately. We have enough cases at
Fremantle at the present time to prove
the necessity for the immediate construe-
tion of this dock.

Mr. MONGER (York) : T want tocall
the attention of the members representing
the various electorates in the Fremantle
district to the fact that, only a few even-
ings ago, they expressed their opinion
that it would be desirable to obstruct a
certain line of railway, which the Govern-
ment then proposed; yet, soon after
taking that action, the same members
come forward now and propose a work
which is to bepefit Fremautle. To be
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consistent, those members who were so
opposed to the construction of the
Coolgardie - Norseman rmilway — | ME.
Hragam: That is a new work]—should
show their sincerity by holding back
until the finances of the colony are in a
stronger position. The hon. member
{Mr. Higham) says that railway would
be a new work; but I say, with all
respect to the hon. member, that this dry
dock which is proposed is also a new
work ; thatb it will mean that the Govern-
ment will have to ask for further moneys
to carry out the work during the present
year.

Mge. Soromon: No; the money has
been reappropriated.

Me. MONGER: I say with all due
respect to the members for Fremantle, let
them show that their feelings are abso-
lutely sincere, not only in this direction
but 1 the direction in which they voted
the other evening. If they were sincere
the other evening, they should be sincere
on this occasion, and should npever ask
that this motion be passéd. I move
a8 an amendment that the word “imme-
diately,” at the end of the motion, be
struck out.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): We are all justly proud of the
Fremantle Harbour. I have no doubt
every member of thizs House feels a very
great amount of satisfaction at the
harbowr having reached its present pro-
gressive condition. But a barbour
without a dry dock is scarcely complete,
and I want particularly, in reply to the
member for York (Mr. Monger}, to
emphasige the point that this 18 by no
Iheans a new work.

Mz. Monaer: Nor was the Coolgardie-
Norseman railway a new work. It was
voted for during last session.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : That may be
80, bt it was a new work all the same.
But with regard to this dry dock, not
only wus it a part of the original echeme,
but the money has been actually voted
and actually borrowed for the purpose of
construeting this particular work.

Tue PrEmieg: It has not been bor-
rowed.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Now with
reference to this work, I am very much
opposed to arrangements made by this
House and decistons come to by this
House being upset.
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Mz. MoorREAD : Such as with regard
to the Cue-Nannina railway.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : And for that
reason I opposed very strongly the
reappropriation of this money at the time
it was reappropriated, and I pointed out
that the reappropriation, amounting to
£980,000, would mvolve this House in a
future loan; and now we have nearly
arrived at the stage when that will be
necessary. Now that loan will have to be
raised, because the works for.which the
money was taken wnust be completed.
Some of them are in hand, some of them
are laid aside for a time, and amongst
these works is this dry dock for Fre-
mantle. A decision was arrived at by
this House to do a certain thing;
the money was voted, the money was
borrowed, the money was reappropriated
and spent upon other works; and all
that we can do is to recoup that money
at the earliest possible date, and to pro-
ceed with the work.

Me. Morsans: When?

Mx. ILLINGWORTH : At once. The
time has come to do it now. I think it
was a mistake to reappropriate that
money. I think the works should have
been proceeded with, and that the dry
dock should have been commenced about
the same time as large vessels were
enabled to come into the port.

Mr. CorNor: At the same inne as the
railway workshops should have been
commenced.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : In 1895 this
House decided that these workshops were
to be removed.

M=r. Mircmerr: Js the hon. member
{Mr. Ilingworth) in order in trying to
put himeelf right with the Fremantle
peopla ¥

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I am not
trying to put myself right with any-
body, or with anything except my own
conscience. In this House I am not
influenced by outsida public opinion.

Mr. Cowwor: You merely made a
mistake ; thai was all.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: If T have
made a mistake, I am prepared to take
the consequences of that mistake, both in
this House and in the country. To
resume: the question of recouping is an
urgent one, and not for this work only,
becanse considerable sums will be required
for the continuance of the Coolgardie
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Water Scheme. Hon, members know I
opposed that work very determinedly for
years, and T did so becaunse I believed I
was right; but this House having voted
certain moneys for that work, and having
borrowed a portion of those moneys
temporarily, there must be a recoup in
respect of that scheme, as there must be
in respect of this Fremantle dock. What
i the use of our inviting large vessels to
the port of Fremantle, which come across
the sea after from eight to eleven days’
sail from Colombo, when at the first port
those vessels touch, namely Fremantle,
we have no means of repairing any
domages they may have sustained?
‘Why, we shall soon discredit the port
and ourselves; and what for? For the
sake of a dock, a work which has already
been voted for by this House, and the
money voted for which has been tem-
porarily borrowed. This money should
be recouped from some source, and this
work should proceed as quickly as pos-
gible. For that reason, I hope the member
for York (Mr. Monger) will not press his
amendment, but that he will allow this
motion to go through.

Me. CONNOR (East Kimberley): I
have not much to say on this subject,
except that an absolute necessity exists
for the construction of this dock as soon
as possible. I do not say it should be
built immediately, because there are cer-
tain items of the Gtovernment programme
which have been put before this particu-
lar work, though in my opinion this work
ghould have had precedence. However,
the other works are first, and conse-
quently we cannot ask the Government of
this colony to excise all those worka and
start on this particular work imme-
diately. Time after time we have
steamers and sailing ships coming here
disabled ; and what 18 the result?
They have to be towed round to Mel-
bourne, Sydney, or Adelaide. We find
that in Adelaide a work such as is
suggested in the motion is being carried
out. I think this particular suggestion
comes second to nothing in connection
with public works. It means that we
shall De able to keep employed an immenge
amount of labour, and of course we all
understand that the employment of skiiled
labour here meana that the colony must
be advancing, that these men who come
here as skilled labourers must bring
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their families with them, that the work
done will increage and be the means of
increasing the population of this country.
It is only within the last twelve mounths
that I have had some personal experience
in this connection. A steamer in which
T had some interest had to go twice to
Melbourne to be docked within a period
of eighteen months. On each occasion, I
think, there waz about £2,000 spent on
her. If we had a dock here it would be
the means of keeping such steamers in
our own ports. Another thing: every
vessel which comes here after a long
passage would probably ge into dock to
have the barnacles cleaned off. We want
to clean all the vessels it is possible 1o
accommodate ; we want to keep the vessels
here. If it is not possible, as this motion
desires, to construct this dock immediately,
then I say, let it be done as scon as pos-
sible. It is one of the first, if not the
first, public works which should be carried
out; in this colony.

Mr. Moraans: Amend the motion.

Mr. CONNOR: We have now this
great harbour at Fremantle; we have the
finest ships in the world coming here;
and if we had facilities here for docking,
a very large increase in the population
and in the earning power of the people of
the principal port of this colony would
regult. It would also follow that vessels,
in place of taking the greater risks of
going further on, would, when it was
necessary to dock, come here rather than
go to Melbourne or Sydney. Tt has
occurred many times that a ship ordered
by the insurance agents to go into dock
has actvally had to be fowed from Fre-
mantle round to Melbourne. The expendi-
ture involved would not, I think, be very
great. I should say that half a dozen
ships being treated in the dock would
almost pay thie colony for the construetion
of the work. The formation of the river,
or the harbour as it is now called, is most
favourable for the building of such docks,
All that is necessary is a little excavation.
I am not an engineer, but I know some-
thing practical in conoection with this
subject, because I have seen these docks
built before. A little excavation would
be required, then the sides would have to
be built up, and there would also be
necessary a pumping-engine. I suppose
£50,000 would build a dock sufficient to
accommodate any ship that will come here,
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Me. J. F. T. HasserLr: Get a donkey-
engine to pump it out,

Mg. CONNOR : That is all! you want,
a donkey-engine to pump it out. I am
afraid some hon. members here have been
talking on the hospital question, and that
has got them rather off the track.
Although I am opposed to any unneces-
gary expenditure at the present, time, still
I gay, if there be anything necessary, it is
above all things necessary that we should
have a dry dock at Fremantle for the
purpose of treating ships which require
repairs, and of increasing the population
and inducing people to settle in the
colony.

Mr. Moraw: The motion will not
inerease the population.

Mr. CONNOR: Itwillinerease thenum-
ber of artisans now at work, and if the Fre-
mantle people are not so good at increasing
the population as are those in some other
parts of the world, that is their misfor-
tune. I would ask the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. Solomon) to amend his
motion to read as follows:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is to
the best interests of the colony that the con-
struction of a dry dock at Fremantle should
he taken in hand as soon as pessible.

Mge. MonageR : Iagree to that as regards
my amendment.

Me. CONNOR: I shall agsk the hon.
member so to alter his motion. I would
support the motion as it stands on the
paper, but I merely suggest this alteration
to him as being probably maore practicable.

Tae SpeARER: The hon. member (Mr.
Solomon) cannot amend his own motion.

Mg. CONKOR: I propose my sugges-
tion as an amendment.

Mr. Mo~veEr: And I withdraw my
amendment.

Mr. MITCHELL (Murchison): It
seems to me this matter resolves itself
into a question of ways and means. T do
not think there is a member who does not
deem it absolutely necessary that there
should be & dry dock at Fremantle. Ships
have to be towed all the way round from
Fremantle to Melbourne at a fabulous
cost; and I think any scheme initiated in
this House, whereby men may be employed
and retained in the colony, we are bound
tosupport. Icertainly support the motion
for the construction of a dry cock at
Fremantle, the principal port of the colony.
We have now the royal mail steamers
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calling three or four times a month, and
we should do everything to show the out-
gide world that we are prepared not only
to give these steamers every facility, but
to sacrifice ourselves to find money to
give them proper accommodation.

Me. HOLMES (East Fremantle): I
regret the necessity for this motion at the
Present stage, because I think the records
of the House show it was the intention of
the House, when they undertook the
construction of the Harbour Works at
Fremantle to construct a dock at the same
time. Further they made provisien to
that extent, because I notice that the Loan
Act of 1895 contained an item of, 1
think, £142,000 for the comstruction of
a dry dock at that place. The Loan
Estimates for 1896-7 showed an item of
proposed expenditure of £20,000 for that
year. It will thus be seen that the
original intention was to construct a. dock
at the Same time as the harbour works
were being constructed, and in my opinion
that was the correct policy to pursue, so
that the dock and the harbour would be
completed about one and the same time.
However, it was thought fit to reappro-
priate the money to other work, and the
majority of the members in this House
were in favour of that reappropriation.
Personally T opposed it, as I have always
opposed reappropriations at every stage
during the time I have occupied a seat 1n
this House. The harbour works are now
practically completed, and it is a matter
of very great urgency that this dry dock
should be proceeded with at once. The
money was voted in 1895, and as the
member for York (Mr. Monger) has
pointed out, the intention of the
hon. member for South Fremantle (Mr.
Solomon) is to ask for nothing new and
nothing Fremantle is not entitled to. All
that is asked is that the work which
should have been staried in 1895 shall be
commenced immediately. I would liketo
point out there is no doubt whatever
that the dock, if it were constructed,
would be revenue-producing and would un-
doubtedly pay a handsome interest on the
expenditure. There is no doubt about
the demand for the dock. As the hon.
member has pointed out, there are no
less than four vessels in the Fremantle
Harbour at the present time requiring
repairs, and they are being patched up.
The Adelaide Steamship Company’s boats
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engaged in the North-West trade have to
go to the Eastern colonies to be docked.
Steamers engaged between Fremantle and
Singapore have to make periodical stays
at Singapore in order to be repaired.
If there were a dock at TFremantle,
undoubtedly they would avail themselves
of that dock. The member for East
Kimberley (Mr, Connor) has pointed out
that one of their vessels had to go to the
Eastern colonies twice in 12 months, The
coast on the North-West of this colony is
a dangerons one to those steamers. It is
not properly surveyed, and unless & man
of very great experience is in command,
one of those steamers may at any time
run against’'a rock. T understand that
the site of the dock has something to do
with the delay. There is some difficulty
as to deciding upon a correct and proper
site suitable for the dock, and that I
believe is the true difficulty at the present
time. The Engineer-in-Chief has had
four or five years to consider the position,
and if he cannot come to a definite
conclusion as to what is the right place, I
think an expert should be obtained in
order that the dock wmay be put in the
best possible and most suitable place.
As T said at the outset, I regret that
there is any necessity for this motion at
the present time It was certainly intended
to carry on the dry dock at the same
time as the harbour works; and now the
harbour is practically completed, I donot
think it is too much to agk that the
construction of the dock shall be taken in
hand immediately.

A MemzEr: Nothing is too much for
the Fremantle people.

Me. MORGANS (Coolgardie): 1
quite agree with the hon. memher who
proposed this motion, that a dry dock is
necessary for Fremantlee We know we
have had many exhibitions in this House
of the modesty of Fremantle generally in
regard to the expenditure of money upon
that port, and 1 think it was not at all
unexpected that they would bring for-
ward this motion at the present time.
As far as I am concerned, I shall not
strongly oppose the motion. In principle
1 would not at all oppose the construction
of a dry dock there, because I look upon
it as necessary ; but I should like to point
out to this House the inconsistency of the
position oceupied by hon. gentlemen
opposite in regard to the expenditure of
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public money at this juncture. I am
hound to say, after listening to the speech
of the leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Dlingworth), that it is one of the most
agtounding examples of political incon-
gistency I have ever heard. The hon.
member several times during this session
has called attention to the fact that this
is a moribund Parliament, and that no
money must be spent under any circum-
stances.

M=e. InrnineworTH: On new works:
be fair,

Me. MORGANS: The hon. member
urged that no money must be spent
during the very short period of this
moribund House, and the other night we
found the hon. member placing himself
in a difficult position with certain mem-
bers on that (Opposition) side of the
House, on the important question of the
workshops for Midland Junetion. We
found him voting againat two of his very
strongest supporters on that side of the
Hounse. We admire him for having the
courage—[M=z. Hreram: Very much]—
for having the courage to oppose two of
the strong members on that side of the
House. But it will appear to us on this
(Government) side of the House, and I
am sure it will also appear to the country,
that the members for Fremantle have
been “ putding the serew "’ on the leader of
the Opposition. Theyevidently have been
driving a bargain with him.

Mr. ILLiveworTH : You are all wrong.

Mr. MORGANS: No doubt some
meeting has taken place. We know what
gtrong supporters the members for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) and South
Fremantle (Mr. Solomon) have been to
the hon. member, and no doubt in the
meantime some pressure has been brought,
to bear upon the leader of the Opposition,
for the purpose of making him, as far as
possible, retrace the steps he took the
other night. Of course I must commend
the members for East Fremantle and
South Fremantle for putting the screw
on. It is quite fair and just. They want
to get this dry dock. The leader of the
Opposition having gone back on them so
geriously as he did the other night,
having in fact, through his vote, lost to
Fremantle the advantage of the railway
workshops, it is easy to understand that
those hon. members and the electors of
Fremantle feel very strongly ageinst him,
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We know this is the case, becaunse I saw
the account of a meeting at Fremantle
the other day.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: You are running
your train on the wrong line,

Me. MORGANS: I am running it on
a very good line, T think.

Tue Premier : A wheelbarrow,

Mr. Connor: A wheelbarrow; yes.

Me. MORGANS: Tthink I am running

*this train on the main track., There was

a meeting the other day at Fremantle at
which certain members opposite (and I
suppose some members on this side of the
House) were present, and a very strong
grievance was vented against the leader
of the Qpposition on that occasion for
having had the effrontery to vote in
favour of the establishment of the railway
workshops at Midland Junction. All kinds
of threats were hurled at the head of
the hon. member. The support of mem-
bers opposite was to be withdrawn from
him; in fact, so far as we who are outside
the secrets of the Opposition side of the
House could understand, there was every
probability that the organisation on that
side of the House would be broken up.
That was the appearance.

Me. HicEaM : What about the dock?

Me. MORGANS: Looking at the
frightful and astonishing inconsistency of
the leader of the Oppeosition with regard
to this question, T can only conclude that
members opposite have brought this pres-
sure to bear upon him, and that he is
giving his vote m favour of this dock as
a sop to them in order to secure their
support in the future. That is the con-
struction I put upon it, and I am per-
fectly certain that is the construction
that will be put upon it by the puablic.

Mg. ItniNawORTH: You are wrong,
all the same,

Mg, MORGANS : The hon. member
has always been a pessimist in regard to
expenditure, but this vear he haa exceeded
himself. He has opposed everything in the
way of expenditure, and the other night,
when the important work of the Norseman
railway was before this House—a work
far more important than a dry dock at
Fremantle—[Several MeuBErs: No!]
—a, work, I assert, that would be to this
country of far greater benefit than a
dozen dry docks at Fremantle [Several
Mempzrs: No!]—when that motion was
brought before this House, strenuous
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opposition was placed in the way of that
Biﬁ‘,) and it was defeated simply on the
ground that the Government were not
justified at the present time in spending
money on that enterprise. If we follow
the arguments of the leader of the
Opposition, and also the arguments
that have been used in this House by
other gentlemen on the Opposition
side, that this 1z a moribund Parliament
and that we have no right to incur
expenditure on any account during the
short period which remains of the iife of
this Parliament, then I say this proposal
to apend a large sum of money upon the
dry dock at Fremantle is absolutely
inconsistent with the principle that they
have laid down.

M=r. DomeErry: You might as well
have a house without a kitchen as a
harbour without a dry dock.

Mr. MORGANS: The harbour at
Albany has existed for forty yeavs, and
has done very well. The steamers of
these important lines bave been coming
in and going out of Albany for years

st, and, as [ say, they have done very
well without a dry dock. T want to
call attention to another matter in con-
nection with this. When that question
of the Nannine Railway was proposed the
other day, I heard the leader of the
Opposition say he intended to oppose
that railway.

Mer. IrLineworTH : I never said any-
thing of the kind.

Tre Pesuier: You did al the begin-
ning of the session.

Mr. MORGANS: I do mnot quite
remember his words, but-at any rate that
was the impression they conveyed to me,
that he intended to oppose the making of
that railway. The money for that rail-
way has been voted just as much ag has
the money for this dry dock, and if that
does not apply in the case of the Nannine
railway, why should it apply to the dry
dock at Fremautle? The position the
Opposition have taken up in this matter
is absolutely inconsistent, and the position
taken up by the leader of the Opposition
is glaringly so. In view of the arguments
used by the leader of the Opposition and
other members on the Opposition side of
the House, that this country cannot
afford to spend any sum of money at the
present time, that this is a meriband
Parliament, and that we are absolutely
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unjustified in ioncurring any expenditure
of any kind, I think the only thing the
hon. member for Sonth Fremantle can do,
in order to be consistent in his position,
is to withdraw the motion. -

A% 6:30, the SeEaxer left the Chair.
At 7:30, Chair resumed.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest): I hardly know the object
the mover had in view in moving this
motion, unless 1t is that he thinks the
Gtovernment require stimulating in regard
to this matter.

Mr. Higaam: No question about it.

Tas PREMIER: I do not know why
the hon. member should say that, because
in the Administrator’s opening Speech,
delivered- on the 15th August, he said:
“Tt is hoped that the dock at Fremantle
will soon becommenced.” There we have
an indication of the intention of the
Government. Hon. members of course
are aware thut, owing to the reappropria-
tion of money originally voted for this
dock, there is noi much of the amount
now available for the construction of the
dock. On the 30th June last, as will be
seen by the published accounts, the sum of
over £14,000 remained to the credit of this
vote; but that circumstance would not
prevent the Government from going on
with the work, because we have the
opportunity now of asking the House to
supplement the amount. The resson
why the Government have not made a
commencement with this dock has been
that the position assigned to it in the
scheme of the Engineer-in-Chief cannot
yet be reached by the dredgers. In a
minute made by the Bogineer-in-Chief a
few days ago he says:

The construction of the dock canmot be
commenced until the dredging to full depth is
completed up to the site which will be occupied
by the dock, which will take some months to
accomplish.

That is the position the Government are
i at present in regard to this matter,
that according to the Engineer-in-Chief’s
minute the site of the dock cannot be
reached until the dredging to full depth
is completed some months hence. ¥ can
agsure hon. members the intention of the
Government is to carry out this work,
which is part of our programme and part
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of the policy which has received the
approval of this House; and the fact that
we have reappropriated some of the money
which was pot required for the dock at
the time, becanse the site could not then
be reached, has not in any way changed
the views of the Government in regard to
this matter.

Mr. HigranM : Have you finally decided
on the sile, then ?

Tae PREMIER : I cannot say we have
finally decided on any site, for we are
really in the hands of our professional
advisers in regard to a site. -I have not
heard from the Engineer-in-Chief that he
has changed his opinion in regard to the
pite, and by the minute I have read,
made by him a few days ago, it would
geem he has not changed his opinion.
Other sites have heen suggested, and I
may say I have my own view in regard
to a site; but I could not think of
placing my view as to the site for this
dock against the view of an experienced
professional man like Mr. O'Connor;
therefore I am prepared to follow his
advice in regard to a site for this dock.
My friend the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Morgans) made some observations
this afterncon in regard to the action of
the member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingworth) ; and although I do not
want to be unduly hard on the leader of
the Opposition or on those who sit on
that side of the House—in fact, I never
am hard on them—yet when I getan
opportunity, and such a good one as I
have to-night, I must take advantage of
it. That is fair warfare of a friendly
description. The hon. member (Mr.
Illingworth) has told us that the action
of members on the Opposition side
in opposing all new works at the
beginning of this session did not refer
to the dock at Fremantle, as that was
not a new work, but was a work
which had been approved by Parliament,
and for which a vote of money had
been passed; and he said the reappro-
priation was only a temporary expedient
for a time. Now the hon. member
was wrong: his memory played him
false in regard to that statement,
because the Nannine railway is in the
same position, and in fact in a better
position in regard to the approval of this
House having been given than is the
Fremantle dock, because although the
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Legislature has approved of the Nannine
railway, and the money for it was voted
and a special Act passed authorising the
construction of the railway along a par-
ticular route —

[Me. [LLIFGWORTH made a communi-
cation to the Speaker.]

TaE Speaker: The hon. member (the
Premier) must not quote from the
Hansgrd report of this session.

'Tae PREMIER: I should advise the
hon. member (Mr. Illingworth), when he
wishes to communicate with the Speaker,
to get some friend to do it, and not to do
it himself so openly as he has done on
this occasion. I can quote what the hon,
member said without looking at the
report. He said he was in favour of
building a railway to Tuckanarra, one to
Bonnievale, also one from Port Hedland
to Marble Bar, and was in favour of
building railways everywhere. I asked
if the hon. member was prepared to build
a railway to Tuckanarra. He said he
was in favour of building a railway to
that place, and was prepared to approve
of the building of wany other railways,
but that he was not in favour of this
moribund Parliament buoilding any of
these railways ; that he would oppose the
building of a line to Tuckanarra by this
Parliament, even if be lost his seat
through it, because he had his duty to
the country to consider, and would vote
against a railway to Tuckanarra.

Me. IntineworTH: That is the part
you are incorrect in.

TeE PREMIER: Isuid: “ Would you
not vote for a railway to Tuckanarra’?
He said, * Not to Tuckanarra,”

Mr. Irriveworrs: “Or any other
place,” T said.

Tae PREMIER.: ““Or a yard beyond
it,”” he said. That is what the bon.
member said. Now I think the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) was per-
feetly right when he charged the hon.
member with inconsistency. The hon.
member is willing to build this dock,
which will cost £200,000 or more.

Me. MoneER: A quarter of a million,

Tue PREMIER: I believe it will cost
a quarter of a millien, or nearly as much
—he was quite willing this work should
be done immediately, because this House
had approved of it; but he was not
willing to build the railway to Nannine a
little while ago, although this House had
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approved of that, and he was not willing
the other might to build a railway to
Norseman, although that line had also
been approved by this House. I say the
hon. member has been thoroughly incon-
sistent, und as regards some other mem-
bers opposite, even my friends the mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. Solomon)
and the member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes), though' not quite as inconsist-
ent, are almost as inconsistent-as he,
because they said, ¢ We must not under-
take any new works.”” Now, carrying out
that principle, I do not know whether
they will vote against the Nannine rail-
way, which has not yet come up for
consideration, but they bave certainly
voted against the Norseman railway, a
work approved by this House last session,
Therefore I think hon. members opposite
are, in regard to this matter, thoroughly
inconsistent —those of them who wish
the Government to spend ioney on
works not yet commenced. What was
the motion moved by the member for Fast
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) and supported
by hon. members opposite? No new
works were to be commenced : it did not
matter whether they had been authorised
or not. Here we find the very same
members who were willing then to drive
the Government out 20 ag to stop tlieir
doing any new works, even if such works
had been authorized by Parliament; here
we see those very members to-night
urging the Government to enter at once
upon the construction of new work—a
work not commenced, and to cost a
quarter of a million. Well, I do not
mind that. [ am very glad to see that
there is a, change come o’er the spirit of
the dream.

M=z. ILLINGWORTH :
verted us, you know.

Tee PREMIER : If the hon. member
will admit that he is converted, I will say
no more. I do not take it he is converted.
If the hon. member, however, will allow
me to sit down with the feeling that he
has been converted, and that he nolonger
feels in regard to the condition of this
colony and 1ts financial position as he felt
at the beginning of the session, I need
not say one single word. I have no
objection to this motion : it is only carry-
ing out what the Government always
intended to do. It will be of some little
agsistance to us, for it shows this House

You have con-
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is in thorough accord with the action the
Government intend to take.

Mr. IinivewortE: I will tell you
about the finances to-morrow night.

Mgr. WILSON (Canning): If I may
be pardoned for using & vulgarism——

Trx PrEMIER: Do not do that!

Mr. WILSON: I should say the
Forrest “ chickens have come to home to
roost.”” We have been pointing out
from the Opposition benches for years
past the bad policy of this reappropria-
tion business, which has for so long
been a plank in the Premier's plat-
form; the reappropriation of moneys
from works authorised by this House,
and the spending of such moneys on other
works. From time to time we have
pointed out the danger of this policy.

Tree Prewigr: There is no danger at
all,

Mr. WILSON : To my own knowledge,
we must bave pointed out the dangers of
the system at least a dozen times, and
debated thesubject in this House. [ME.
IrvineworTH: Hear hear.] What do
we find to-night ? We find the Ministry
are in the position that an urgent work
which was sanctioned four years ago by
Parliament is not yet ready to be under-
taken.

Tae PrReMIER : There is the Engineer-
in-Chief’s reason.

Mr. WILSON: The reason—yes; I
will deal with the reason presently. And
we find the right hon. gentleman would
wish to carry on the old system of project-
ing fresh works in this House, such as
the Coolgardie-Norseman railway, not, in
my cpinion, with the intention during
this year or ery possibly during next
year of spending a five-pound note upon
that work, but in order that he may get
a new authorisation, and thus be able to
raise fresh money. [Me. InLiNGWORTH :
Hear, hear.] That is the position as it
appears to us ; and I say that members
on this (Opposition) and indeed on the
other (Government) side of the House
were perfectly consistent in opposing new
authorisations. They pointed out that
the works which Parhament had author-
ised the Government to carry out were
sufficient for the next twelve months or
two years, and what we wanted to see
was & proper start made with the works
which had been authorised before we
granted any fresh authorisations for
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further borrowings. {Me. ILLIiNawoRTH:
Hear, hear.] That is the position; yet
we have the Premier accusing us to-might
of being inconsistent. It does not matter
what words we used on the occasion,
or whether the leader of the Opposition
made u slip. If he did—I do not kmow
that he did—but if he did make a slip in
expressing his opinions, that has nothing
to do with the principle. The principle
remaing that we wish the Government
to stop this procrastinating policy of
getting works approved in the House and
never carrying them out, or of waiting
for years until the opportunity is gone,
until the country at large has suffered for
the wunt of those works. The same
arguments which were adduced in con-
nection with the Junction Workshops
apply in this case, that the decisions of
Parbiament have been flouted, that urgent
works have been passed here, and yet we
have the Government holding back and
practically refusing to ecarry out the
instructions of Parliament. For members
of the Opposition I must say that when.
ever we have opposed the policy of the
(Government, and especially when we
were speaking and debating the no-confi-
dence motion moved in this House a short
time ago, we pointed out that in our
opinion the financial position of the
country did not warrant the construction
of fresh public works out of loan fupds.
And at the same time we pointed out
most emphatically that there were works
like the Fremantle Harbour Works, includ-
ing this dry dock, which must of neces-
sity be completed by any Government
that might be in power. And where does
the inconsistency come in? We have to
gpend close on, a million of money, I
believe, for those harbour works. Every
practical man in the House knows full
well that the harbour works will not be
complete without a dry dock; and yet,
although the work has been authorised
and the money voted, not one thing has
heen done to carry out the vote of this
House. I made a mistake: I think
something has been done, and done
some three years ago. I believe the

umping machinery bhas been ordered.
The last thing that ought to have
been done by the engineering staff
was done some three years ago, despite
the fact that the Engineer-in-Chief
says that he kmew all along that he

[ASSEMBLY.]

Motion to Construct.

could not commence this work until he
had 2 certain amount of dredging done.
But I would point out in regard to this
dredging that if the Premier be correct
in his statement that the site has not
yet been definitely arranged or fixed
upon—— _

Tre Premier: 1 did not say so.

Mr. WILSON: I understood you to
say so. '

Tae PreEmiee: I said I had@ never
heard that the Engineer-in-Chief had
changed his mind as to the site.

Me. WILSON: I was about to point
out that if the site has not been definitely
fizxed upon—but I presume now it has
been fixed—if it were not fixed upon
then, where did the argument about the
dredging come in? Because it is just
possible that the dock might be eonstrue-
ted in some portion of the harbour which
has already been dredged. The Ad-
minmistrator's Speech certainly mentioned
this dry dock with fresh hepe—a hope
that it would be commenced shortly. But
was not the dry dock mentioned in the
Governor's Speech of 1896, some four
yearg ago? 1 presume it found a place
there, and perhaps it was mentioned sub-
sequently. Therefore what was men-
tioned m the (overnor's Speech, and
indeed what is voted by the Houss,
apparently goes for nothing. It appears
to me that the Government feel that they
have the right and the power to ignore
everything, no matter whether mentioned
in the Governor's Speech as their policy or
not, or whether voted and carried in this
House: they are going to bide their own
time, and not seek to suit the con-
venience of the public or the country. It
is merely a question of whether it suits
the policy of the Ministry. Now I for
one protest strongly against this policy.
I do object to the decisions of the
House being flouted in this manner.
I spoke strongly the other evening as
to the workshops, and I speak strongly
again now. I say that when Parliament
decides that a work is urgent and neces-
sary in the interest of the whaole country,
then it ie the duty of the Government to
carry ou’ that work as quickly as possible,
orat all events to give sound reasons why
it should be delayed. That argument, I
take it, is unanswerable, and I for one
will not be a party to aiding and abetting
the Premier and his Ministers in delaying
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any longer the works which have been
sanctioned by this House.

TaE PrEMIER: Then you will help us
with the Nannine Railway ?

Mg, WILSON: T am not at the
present time considering the question of
the Nannine Railway.

Tag Premier: I know you are not.

Mr. WILSON: When the Nannine
Railway comes before the House, I will
be quite prepared to give my opinions
with regard to it and to vote according to
my convictions. I was about to say that
1 am not pleading for this dry dock on
behalf of Fremantle, and I do not think
it right for any member to cast in the
teeth of the members for Fremantle that
they are seeking for something for their
own district specially and alone, because
I take it that this is a work which affects
the whole colony of Western Australia.
If we are going to make a success of the
Fremantle Harbour Works, if it 18 our
wigh, as it is our duty, to cheapen the
oversea freights between foreign ports
and Western Australia, then we must
give facilities to the shipping which use
our harbour; and I say it 1s a crylng
shame that this great, this necessary
work, has not been put in hand at
least two years ago. There is another
agpect to the question. As we go onm
in the federal movement, having decided
to throw in our lot with the other
colonies in federation, we hope and it is
our intentton to make Fremantle the
terminal port in Western Ausfralia. We
hope to have steamers trading backward
and forward between Fremantle and the
other ports of our country; and wé trust
those steamers will be like the Singapore
boats, like the one boat—I think the
*“ Bullarra, "’-~which trades between Fre-
mantle and the North-West ports: we
hope to have scores of steamers making
Fremantle their terminal port; and of
necessity they must have facilities for
repairs and overhaul at that port. Then
we shall, possibly, have Fremantle made,
to some extent, a naval station. We
shall have the gunboats coming there,
and, in addition, we of course already
have the leading mail boats; and taling
into considerntion that possibly two years
will be required to build this work, surely
it is our duty to at once undertake it: in
fact, as hon. members have pointed out,
the work ought to have been pretty well
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out of hand at the present time. And
although I advocate this dry dock being
constructed immediately in the interests
of the whole colony, yet it is going to
bring a great amount of prosperity to
Fremantle itself, and to North Fremantle
especially. The locomeotive shops, we will
admit, must be removed; but if we con-
struct this dry dock, we are going to
build up ship-repairing yards, engineering
works and foundries which will be
establisbed in our midst; and so we shall
have much larger and more profitable
industries than the Fremantle locomotive
shops have ever proved to that town.
Another advantage of course, and one
which we cannot overlook, is the fact that
the dock will assist to make this harbour
a reproductive work. No doubt the
harbour dues gathered from the shipping
will go a long way towards paying the
interest on the cost of construction, and
possibly the sinking fund; but I would
point gut that a dry dock there, capable
of taking steamers of large dimensions
such as visit our port to-day, will benefit
our revenue enormously, and will ensure
the financial success of our hbarbour
works.

Tree PrEMigr: You do not say the
dock itself will be a finaneial success ?

Mze. WILSON : I do.

Tee Premiex: Such docks are not
generally financially successful.

Mr. WILSON: I do sav so. Tf the
Government would sanction the construc-
tion of the work by private enterprise, I
should be very glad to raise the capital.

TaE PrEMIER: I suppose you would
go to London to float 4 company ?

Me. WILSON : Certainly. Why, you
would go to London in the same way.
What does the Premier do but go to
London to float his loans? I comsider
that if private enterprise eonstructed that
dry dock, we should just follow out
the course the right hon. gentleman
follows. He says it is not I who would
do it, if T went on the London market to
raise the capital; therefore, if that be so,
it is not he who carries out the great
works of this country.

Me. Dougrry: “Sharks” do notget
anything out of it. '

Me. WILSON : The “ sharks” do get
something out of it.

Mg. Vosper: They will take good care
of that.
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Mr. WILSON : People do not raise
loans out of love for the country or out of
respect for the right hon. gentleman.
They raise a loan to make a profit, the
game as anyone else would do. If the
right hon. gentleman is not prepared to
carry out this work, it is a good and justi-
finble work to place in the hands of private
énterprise. The dock could have heen
constructed long ago by private enterprise.

Tae PreEMIer: Advocates of private
enterprise always say that.

Mr. WILSON: With a dog-in-the-
manger policy, the Premier cannot do
this himself and he will not allow anyone
else to do it, the consequence being that
the colony is suffering. Instead of going
ahead and providing facilities for a greater
amount of shipping and for a larger
population, we must abide the time when
1t will be convenient for the Government
to carry out the work. I want, in con-
clusion, to point out that there are very
few bharbours, indeed I think there are
none, in the whole of the Australasian
group, of the size and importance of Fre-
mantle, without the facility of a graving
dock.

Tae Premier: Thereis Port Adelaide,
anyway.

A Mewmsrzr: She is building one,

Mr. WILSON: I do not think Ade-
laide is to be compared to Fremantle.
She has not the same position; she has
no roadstead for ships; and if the ships
went there, they could not get to the
harbour.

Tae Prenies: They go up the river.

MR, WILSON: You cannot get them
up the river.

Tez PreEmMrer: Most of them go up
the river.

Mr. WILSON : The fact remains that
at Fremantle a ship has to be patched up
a8 best it may in our harbour, and sent
round to other colonies, at serious risk and
enormous cost, before it can be properly
overhauled and repaired. What is stop-
ping us? We are stopped because the
Engineer-in-Chief has reported that he
cannot start the work until some dredg-
ing is done. Dredging was done quickly
engugh some time ago on the north side
of the harbour. I believe it was done in
six or seven months. Do you mean to
say that the dredging at the site of a
graving dock could not be done in the
same time ? There is nothing to prevent

[ASSEMBLY.]

Motion to Construct.

the work from being taken in hand forth-
with. Let them dredge the chanmne), and
make use of the machinery which is lying
idle at Fremantle.

Tee PreEMIER: You will have to get
the money.

Mg. DOHERTY (North Fremantle) :
On this subject I represent one of the
Fremantle constituencies. 1 really let
the thing ““go,” because 1 am certain that
the House in its wisdom will carry the
motion of the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Solomon). It is folly to
point out to us that we threw out the
Norsewan Railway Bill, which has no
analogy to the port of Fremantle. That
railway would have been to an inland
town, and it would not have paid for the
grease on the axle wheels. The harbour
works at Fremantle relate to all the ship-
ping in Australia, and if we had a graving
dock it would bring Jabour to our market,
und give employment {o a large number
of people. QOur firm had experience on two
occasions last year in relation to a steamer.
That steamer bad to go into the port at
Melbourne, and it cost s a great deal of
expense and a great loss of time. I think
we spent £6,000 in Melbourne, and it
might as well have been spent in Fre-
mantle. The spending of that money
would have been of great benefit to Fre-
mantle and North Fremantle, and it
would have assisted the labour market
here. Many aspects of the question have
been pointed out by the member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson), and I am pleased
to see that for once he supports the
members for Fremantle.

Mg, Wmson: Every time.

Mr. DOHERTY : I say he does so in
this instance because I am certain about
it. He ably supports the members for
Fremantle on this occasion. I need not
labour the questinn. There will never be
a great port until a graving deck is
established, and I ask the House to carry
without any further delay the inotion of
my friend the member for South Fre-
mantle.

Mz. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
I intend to give the motion my support,
and I wich to say a few words on this
occasion. There are many works the
Government bave been proposing of late
which I should have been pleased to
support, but owing to the large amount
of ‘work which has been previously
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authorised by Parliament, I thought it
necessary that we should curtail any new
expense until some of those works which
had been passed by Parliament have been
proceeded with.,

;[‘EE Premier : Which do you refer
Lre X .

Mr. GREGORY: I am referring to
the dry dock and the Norseman Rail-
way.

Tue Premiez: Which do you want
us to go on with particularly ?

Mg, GREGORY : I think this should
be proceeded with. In 1895 Parliament
agreed to the construction of this work,
and a large sum of money was voted to
the Goveroment for this purpose. Tt is
time some commencement was made with
the work. The whole of the money has
not bLeen reappropriated. 1 believe this
work would be fairly remunerative, and
it would find ewmployment for a large
number of people. It would tend to
make Fremantle o much better port than
at present, therefore I intend to give the
motion my support.

Mr. Connor: Shall T be in order in
asking to withdraw my amendment?

THE SPEARER: Yes.

Me. Mownger: If the hon. member
intends to withdraw his amendment, T
wish to speak to it.

Mgr. Moran: The proper thing to do
18 to have the words ‘“ as soon as possible.”

Tee Premier: You cannot do it
quicker than that.

Mgr. Corror: I willlet my amendment
stand.

Me. MORAN (East Coolgardie): In
offering a few remarks, I think the party
from which this motion comes are amongst
those who say the finances of the colony
will not stand any fresh work this ses-
#1011,

Mr. Winsow:
work.

Mr. MORAN : I maintain that it is a
fresh work. Consistency is a jewel,
seldom found in a woman but never in a
pelitician. However, we will endeavour
to be consistent on this point. What is
the use of authorising or asking the Gov-
ernment to start this work immediately ?
‘What does “immediately” mean ? They
have to get the money somewhere. We
say they cannot get the money, and that
if they do get it there are other things

This is not a fresh
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more urgent than the dock at Fremantle
to be done at the present time.

Tae Premier: If you say we cannot
do it, of course it must be so.

Me. MORAN : If you can get it, by all
means go ahead with this work. Are the
Government opposing this ?

Tae PreMIEr: The responsibility of
getting the money is not in any way with
rou.

Mr. MORAN: Just as much with me
as with the Premier. The Premier has
had the responsibility for ten years, and
he apparently fancies that no one else has
any respousibility for anything.

Tae PreMier: You know a lot about
raising money, no doubt,

Mr. MORAN: The Premier is too
fonrd of what we call “throwing off
about people who have the temerity to
say anything concerning the finances of
the colony. I object to that. T think it
is not a proper thing.

Tee Premiek: What do you know
about raising money in London ?

Mr. MORAN: If I did not know a
little better than the Premier knew when
he placed his last loan, I think I would
not have dealt with the matter. I cannot
say what he knows about raising money
in London. He knows what he is told
by his respounsible advisers. I do not
suppose he kunows the position of the
London market better than anyone else,
nor do I suppose that he has any intuition
more than any other mortal. I venture
to say the present is not the time to
bandy words over this matter, because
evidently the Premier is mot going to
trouble the London money market very
much longer ; therefore whoever will have
to do it, he will not be the one. Seeing
that the finances of the country are in
an upsatisfactory state, according to a
majority of the House, who said we
should not start the Norseman railway
principally because of that reason—

Tee Premier: I deny that. You
have no justification for saying that.

Mr. MORAN': I think I have justifica-
tion for saying it, in this way, that a
majority of that particular section of the
House which enabled an adverse motion
to be carried against the Norseman rail-
way, view these public works from the
standpoint that at the present moment it
is inppportune to increase the probable
burden on the people of the colony,
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Tre PrEmier: Do you think that was
the reason ?

Me. MORAN : I think seo.

Tae PrEMier: Is that the reason why
the Fremantle members voted ?

Mr. MORAN: I think I gave the
Fremantle members credit for voting
conscientiously in this matter. There
was no reason for their doing otherwise.
I koow' the seven members responsible
for carrying that motion against the
Norgseman railway did it wholly and
solely with the view thut at the present
moment it would be unsatisfactory to
enter upon such an undertaking, seeing
the general election is s0 close and that
the money market is not in a satisfactory
condition. I do not refer to Western
Australia’s position particularly; but I
say the money market of the world has
been in a very unsatisfactory position.
The discount has been very high at howe,
and we know that trouble in the political
world has made the money market very
mixed up. To instruct the Government
to commence this work immediately
would be out of keeping with the policy
we have taken up. I have great pleasure
in supporting the awendment of the mem-
ber for East Kimberley (Mr. Connor),
which says it is desirable that this should
be done ““as soon as possible.” I would
not like to say how soon that will be.

Me. SOLOMON : I shall be glad to
accept the amendment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion a3 amenged agreed to.

MOTION—PROSPECTING, VOTE TO
ENCOURAGE.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that provision be made in the Esti-
matos for a vote for the encouragement of
prospecting, -

He gaid: T do not consider in moving a
motion of this nature it is necessary to
speak at any length. All members will
be agreed that the prosperity and pro-
gress of the colony depend on the rapid
development of our gold industry more
particularly, and our mineral industries
generally. It is pretty obvious that
we cannot continue to derive the benefits
which we have been obtaining from the
mining industry untess the borders of
that industry are expanded; and it is
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well known that there remains a very
large area of unprospected country which
is worthy of attention, and which we may
reasonably assume to be auriferous or
metalliferous. We all know also the
difficulties under which prospectors are
placed in all parts of this colony—the
difficulty of obtaining water and food and
heasts of burden, in addition to which
there are other troubles. We have seen
recently how the loan of a few canels
from the Government to a prospecting
party led to the discovery of a large and
wealthy mine, and an equally large and
wealthy law-suit. That 18 a reason why
we should encourage prospecting. Per-
haps no better argument could be adduced
for encouragement to be given, to the
utmost power of the Government. It
is worthy of note that in every colony
except this there is a sum annually placed
on the Estimates for the encouragement
of prospecting for goldand other minerals;
and I do think that this colony, occupying
as it does the premier position us a gold-
producer and being more dependent on
the gold-mining industry than any of the
other colonies, should follow that example
and should do it as quickly as possible.
I may ndd that if, as the Estimates stand
at present, the Premier does not find it
convenient to provide a sum for this
purpose, he may consider what he can do
in that way when he brings in the Supple-
mentary Bstimates,

Mz. MORGANS (Coolgurdie) : I have
pleasure in supporting the motion, and I
agree in what has been said in regard to
the importance of a vote for this purpose.

Tae PreEuier: How do you propose
gpending the money ?

Me. Moran: Leave it to Mr. Malachi
Dwyer: he will spend it.

Me. MORGANS: There will be no
difficulty in spending it, though the
manner of doing it will need some con-
sideration. This colony has not been
much prospected yet. It is true there
are ufew centres—Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
Norseman, and some others—but by far
the largest area of the country is still
unprospected ; and no doubt there are
many other parts of the colony which
will prove some day, when properly pros-
pected, to be as rich and valuable as is
Kalgoorlie itself. There are various
places within the colony where the foot
of man has not yet trod; there are districts
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in this colony within easy reach or in the
track of the well-lmown gold-belt which
stretches from Klmberley to Esperance;
there are hundreds of thonsands of
acres that have not had the foot of a
prospector on them yet. There is one
thing to be said in regard to the pros.
pector. I draw a strong distinction
between the prospector and the alluvial
miner. I say the alluvial miner has
been credited with the opening up of this
country; but with that opinion I do not
agree, for I know that the men who have
actnally opened up the country are the
prospectors—those who go out into the
desert and find gold, and then seek the
aid of capitalists. Through that channel
it is that we have the country opened up
by the prospectors ; for, having made
a find and got the aid of capitalists,
these prospectors are not satisfied to sit
down, but they start again into the
desert to prospect still farther. The
prospector is well worthy of any help the
Government can give him, and there is
no better class of men in this country
than the prospectors. Some of them go
into the most difficult places and discover
splendid deposits, and as soon as they
have disposed of them they have gone
still farther out and dome splendid work
for this country. In regard to the means
of spending the money which is asked
for in this motion, I admit there would
be some difficulty ; but that difficulty
raight be removed with the aid of wardens
and registrars on the various goldfields,
and there is no reason why some system
could not be devised whereby an effective
and proper control could be exercised
over the prospecting vote,

M=u. Vosrer : We have the example of
Victoria.

Mzr. MORGANS: Yes; as the hon,
member says, there is the example of
other colonies, though I do not know
what their experience has been ; but it
should not be impossible to devise some
plan for the distribution of this money,
and, as practical men, we in this House
and others in the country could surely
find some effective means of controlling
the expenditure. The class of men who
do deserve liberal encouragement at the
hands of this country and this House are
the prospectors,

Mr. GREGORY (North Coolgardie) :

I rise to ask that the debate be adjourned.”
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The matter is an important one, and I do
not like the idea of the Government
putting money on the Estimates for thig
purpose, because there are other means
which can be adopted for assisting pros-
pectors. 1 move that the debate be
adjourned till this day week.

Motion put and passed, and the debate
adjourned accordingly.

MOTION—FEDERATION REFERENDUM,
IMPROPER ISSUE OF CERTIFICATES,

Mr, MONGER (York) moved:

That, in view of the unsatisfactory replies to
inguiries made by the Government in connec-
tion with the improper issue of vobers’ certifi-
cates at the recent referendum, farther stops
be taken.

Earlier in the session I put several ques-
tions to the Premier on this matter. I
asked him whether his attention had been
called to the way in which voters’ certifi-
cates had been issued by certain persons
on the goldfields, at the recent referen-
dum, In replying to this question, the
tight hon. gentleman gave certain replies,
and subsequently he placed on the table
certain commmunications, the result of the
questions which I had submitted to him.,
After these papers hud been put on the
table of this House, I asked the Premier
farther whether it was not the intention of
the Government to take any notice of the
replies which had been given to tha various
questions submitted to the gentlemen fo
whom my original question referred,
through the Warden or Resident Magia-
trate of the particular district. The
Premier said, in response to that farther
question (which I had asked without
notice), that until some motion was tabled
in this House the Government did not
desire to proceed farther in the matter.
In consequence of that statement, I have
submitted this motion to the House; and
I now desire to call the attention of hon,
members, and particularly the Premier
and the Attorney General, firstly to the
notice which appeared in the Morning
Herald of the 2nd August, in regard to
the improper issue of certificates for
voting, and secondly in regard to the
letter which was submitted to the return-
ing officer in the referendum, through the
Chief Under Secretary, Mr. Oct. Burt,
in which he submitted certain questions.
I desire the aftention of those Ministers
particularly to the reply which was sent
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by one of those gentlemen to Mr. Warden
JHinnerty at Coolgardie, as follows:

Semaphore Chambers, Kalgoorlie,
August 14, 1900.

Si1n,—I bave the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of your communication of 13th imst.,
from which it appears the Government are
dissatisfied with the method adopted by me
in iseming certificates, to which I can only
reply that in similar circumstances I would
act in a similar way. 1 do not feel called

. upon to offer any explanation, nor have I the
time or inclination to submit a report,
I have, ete.,
W. R. Bugror.
I say that in the face of this reply which
was sent to Mr. Warden Finnerty, and
has been placed onthe table of this House
among the papers presented, it is the
doty of the Government to call on Mr.
‘W. R. Burton for some further explana-
tion. T want to go one point farther,
and say that as far as the referendum was
concerned, and as to the way in which it
was carried out in connection with the
voting at Kalgoorlie, it was wrong from
start to finish. T am desirous that this
gentleman whose letter I have read to
the House should be called on by the
Government to give some farther expla-
nation than that which he has thought
fit to give in response to the letter
gent to him through Mr. Warden
Finnerty. As far as the other persons
mentioned are concerned, they had the
politeness, at all events, to give or try to
give satisfactory explanations for the line
of action they took. This gentleman
(Mr. Burton), a justice of the peace for
the magisterial district of Coolgardie, has
tendered, in response to a most polite and
delicately-worded letter from the Warden,
a reply which I consider most unpolite.
I desire to bring these matters under the
notice of hon. members, and ask them to
join with me in requesting the Govern-
ment to call on the gentleman to whom I
have particularly referred for some
farther explanation.

Me. LOCEE (Sussex): T second the
motion.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) : I have had the doubtful privilege
of having been the first person to call
attention to this matter on the goldfields.
In Kalgoorlie, I was accused at the time
in the local Press, and by persons outside,
of having called attention to this matter
from a feeling of disappointment or
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gpleen at the result of the referendum on
the question of Federation. Hon. mem-
bers who have kuown me in this House
for some years will, doubtless, believe
that my action in the matter was not
prompted by any such mean motive;
and, even if I had been so actuated at
the time, it must be obvious that
this feeling of disappointment at the
result of the referendum would have worn
off by this time. 'We all recognise the
result of the referendum, that it was a
fair one, and I am quite prepared to
aceept the result, and even to rejoice with
the victors. I may say that any person
who would do what I was accused of
doing at Kalgoorlie, simply because he
happened to belong to the defeated party,
would be unworthy of the name of a man ;
and I distinctly disclaim any such design
on wy part in first bringing the matter
under the notice of the authorities. If
there be any guarantee of the liberties we
enjoy under the constitution, it consists
in the purity of the ballot-box being main-
tained ; and any person who endeavours
to interfere with it in the slightest degree,
for the purpose of gaining some elec-
tioneering advaniage, is taking a course
highly dangerous to the constitution ; and
10 matter who he may be, or how high
his position, or whatever his political
views may be, I should use the same
language to one in political sympathy
with myself as I would use to an
opponent, on this question. What
oceurred at Kalgoorlie was this. During
the eonduct of the referendum, for some
reason or other the Enabling Act passed
by this Parliament was set at defiance
and treated with contempt Dby certain
persons on the goldfields whe were
entrusted by the Government with the
tagk of supplying voting papers to the
electors; and those papers were supplied
without any proper care or check for
preventing improper use of them, and
they were allowed to get into the hands
of unauthorised persons, who hawked
them about in a most indiscriminate and
unblushing manner.

Mg. Morcaxs: Who are the offenders ¥

Me. VOSPER:: The principal offender
was Mr. W. R. Burion, whose letter has
been read to this House. The papers
have been on the table of the House for
tbe last month. Two of these people
wers written to-—Mr. Huph Mahon, a
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justice of the peace, and Mr. W. B.
Burton, also a justice. Mr. Mahon bas
furnished the Government with a reply,
in which he sets forth that his action was
owing to his interpretation of the Act
and his interpretation of the instructions
forwarded to him by the returning officer.
And I can quite understand, reading the
Act and the instructions, that a mistaken
interpretation might possibly arise, and I
therefore believe that Mr. Mahon was
acting in good faith; and especially as
he has taken the trouble to defend him-
self, we may drop his case. With regard
to Mr. Burton, the matter is otherwise.
I had .the privilege of personally seeing
how some of this work was carried out.
I believe the greatest fault committed by
Mr. Mahon was that he allowed people in
his office and otbers immediately under
his control to fill up forms and accept the
signatures of applicants for voters’ certi-
ficates ; but Mr. Burton was a prominent
member of the Federal League, and the
books of certificates which were given
to Mr. Burton to get filed up iere
handed over by him—so I am informed—
to the paid canvassers of the Federal
League, and were by them hawked about
from door to door, and the signatures
taken anyhow by any person, and without
any attesting witness or other safeguard.
Mgr. MoneER : That is more than con-
firmed by Warden Finnerty's evidence.
Mgr. VOSPER: That is more than
confirmed by the evidence which has been
lzid upon the table. This man is asked
for an explanation by Warden Finnerty
in a very courteous and polite manner,
acting wunder instructions from his
superior officer; and the only reply from
Mr. Burton is an absolutely insoclent
refusal to afford any explanation. Now,
my opinion of such a person—and I do
not say this with any degree of political
rancour, but I say 1t fearlessly—is that
he is absolutely unfit to be entrusted
with the work of an assistant returning
officer, and I doubt very much his fitness
for administering justice. [Mzr. Mon-
eER: Hear hear.] I hold also the view
that we must above all things maintain
the purity of the ballot-box, and I say
that this 1s a matter which calls for rigid
inquiry. I do not know what steps can
be taken to force this person to explain
his action ; but if there be any coercion
possible, I think it should most certainly
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be exercised ; because I think even the
most ardent federalist in this House will
agree with me that whether the result of
this interference with the ballot-box be
for or against his cause, he cannot allow
the machinery of the constitution to be
tampered with; because, if we do so, we
corrupt the very foundations of political
life; we strike a blow at the very
foundations of our liberties ; and a person
who would so tamper with the ballot-box
for any pelitical purpose whatsoever
ought to be treated as a man utterly
unworthy of public trust. This man has
been agked to defend himself on certain
defimite charges, and has refused in a
manner absolutely insulting to the Gov-
ernment, to this House, and to the officer
charged with the prosecution of these
inquiries ; and T contend that this House
and the Gtovernment cannot allow the
mwatter to rest where it is, and we should
pursue the inquiry to its utmost limits,
and discover fully how far we cun go in
making these persons responsible for
their action, in any way that justice
demands. I shall certainly support the
motion.

Me. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
It is due to this House and the country
that the Government should take some
action on this matter. Here is one of
Her Majesty's justices of the peace who
flouts the warden and flouts the Govern-
ment, and who will give no reasons for
his action. Tt practically comes to this,
that unless we take some action, there is
no doubt this person will carry on the
same game next time. I cannot under-
stand why the Government have not long
ago removed the names of those three
justices of the peace, for any one of them
is as bad as the others. If the Govern-
ment are frightened to take off these
namaes, let us have a vote in this House,
und bave them off. [A MemrER: Hear,
hear.] I may say this House will vote
almost unanimously on that point, because
those persons are not fit and proper men
to hold the commission of Her Majesty.
Their whole conduct: recently is such that
decent people can hardly realise the fact
that these men, the proprietors and the
editor of a pgoldfields newspaper, are
belittling the whole of the people of the
colony. They have held up my friend, the
Attorney General, to public ridicule in
the Press, and when they are brought
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face to face with a Select Committee of
this House, they admit they had no
ground whatever to go on: they own up
to that. Are these proper personsz to
be on the commission of the peace? T
say it behoves this House to deal with
men of this stamp. If they were
appointed justices some years ago and
have abused their positions, then it is
time, if the Government will not take
action, that we should move to have some-
thing done. We must pass a motion
calling upon the Government to ask these
gentlemen to resign, and if they do not
resign, the Glovernment should issue a
new Gazette, leaving out their names. A
question is raised by the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) and
the member for York (Mr. Monger) with
reference to the action of Mr. Burton. I
have never met that gentleman, and I am
nﬁt prejudiced against him in any way at
all.

Mg. Monger: Neither have I met
him,

Me. A. FORREST: But I do not
Imow what to make of him. Charges are
brought against him by the Government ;
the warden writes to him politely; and,
in reply, Mr. Burton says he will do it
again. Well, there is only one way to
deal with such a man, namely the way in
which I should deal with him if he had
-anything to do with me. I should get
rid of him quickly. I support this
motion, and hope the feeling of this
House will justify the Government in
comung to some conclusion. I hope bon.
members will not be afraid to get up in
their places: I hope they will not he
frightened of this newspaper, but will
give their opinions freely on the case now
befure this honourable House.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : The
trouble in this case is certainly the want
of sorrow, or want of an expression of
regret, at having done an injury, rather
than the enormity of the wrong com-
mitted. I took some little trouble, during
the veferendum in Kalgoorlie, to find out
how things were being conducted, and I
went to one of the registrars and asked
him if he would kindly inform me whether
he was sending out blank books of forms
of electors’ rights broadcast throughout
the town. He said that was quite true;
that ke had been instructed by the Reform
League, and could not find he was doing
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wrong. I eaid, It is a remarkable
thing that you should do this, because, in
my judgment, ‘personal application’
means a personal application to you by
the person who wishes to get the vote”
He said, “I do not read it that way";
and we went through the Act carefully,
and there was some liftle doubt as to
whether he was doing wrong. I believe
one of those assistant registrars, when
written to by Warden Finnerty, offered
what I considered a fairly satisfactory
explavation: at any rate, he did not reply
in insolence, or exhibit any high-handed
refusal to explain. He did not flout the
authority of the warden or of the Govern-
ment, but endeavoured to point out where
a man might make a mistake; and there
is therefore something to say on his
behalf. But I take it the mistake in Mr.
Burton’a case is that, being written to on
a grave matter like this, he should have
replied in that most extracrdinary manner
which he adopted. But I warn this
Parliament to be very careful. This
House does not know what it is tackling
if it tackles Mr. Burton, and I warn the
House to beware.

Mr. MoncER: I am not afraid.

Mr. MORAN : Mr. Burtor is a man
of very large influence and great deter-
mination of character, and the House
should be careful of what it is doing.
Mr. Burton is well known in public life,
and I warn the House not to do anything
rash. It might be like the British troops
trying to catch De Wet.

Mgz. Veosper: Let us keep cut of the
[1] we .1,

Mgr. MORAN : But if the House ouly
knew what is commonly known on the
goldfields in reference to certain justices
of the peace, it would not waste time over
a trifle like this. I may tell the House
that things in connection with certain
goldfields justices are not at all satia-
factory. :

Mz, Vosper:! Absolutely rotten.

Me. MORAN: I assure the House
there are firms of solicitors on the gold-
fields and business people who could tell
& very peculiar tale, or several tales.

M=r. Monger: Let us have the infor-
mation.

Mgr. Morax: Well, I do not want to
say much; only that a little purification
is at the present moment urgently
required ; and Baxter and Rappiport, up



. Polers' Certificates

to the present, may have held the belt;
but who can eay as to the future ?

M=r. Vosprr: Do people pay a retain-
ing fee to the magiatrate as well as to the
lawyer?

Mr. MORAN: I say thet if the
Government were to be a little more
careful in the appointment of justices, it
would ba well. Of course the Government
are not to blame, because a man is never
known until he is tried, and the Govern-
ment generally appoint justices at the
request of the warden for the district or
of other influential people in the neigh-
bourhood ; but it is certainly time that
certain little things were looked into in
this country, because I can assure the
Government that the administration of
justice, not generally but in o few limited
and well known cases, by justices of the
peace, wants looking into closely., If the
Attorney General likes to lend his ears to
what he will commonly hear reported, if
he ever goes up to that neighbourhood,
he will not be long in arriving at the
conclusion that a lttle purifieation will
not do the country any harm.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): I am sorry fo hear what the
last speaker has said with regard to the
administration of the law on the gold-
fialds. I can say that very few instances
have come under my notice in which
charges have been made against justices
of the peace. Omne or two cases have
come to my knowledge, and we have tried
to get rid of the justices when we could.
But if kon. members or the pecple in the
distriet will not bring such cases under
the notice of the Government, it is not
very eagy for the Government to take
action. In any case, it is a difficult matter
and requires a great deal of care, because
of the enormity of the offence. To
charge a justice with acting improperly
18 a very serious matter, and the
charge is not easy to prove. In regard
to the matter under consideration, I
must say that T ecannot make any excuse
for the action of the assistant registrars,
who happen to be also justices of the
peace, in 1ssuing those voters' certificates
or sending them away by other persons
to be signed by the voters. The nstrue-
tions are as clear as they can be; and I
cannot understand the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) in thinking there
is any doubt about the matter; nor can
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I understand, if he read this statute over
with the person who was administering
it, how any other conclusion could have
been arrived at than that the assistant
registrar was doing wrong.

M=z. Moraw: That was my opinion,
and is still.

Tee PREMIER : What does the
statute say ? It says that any aduolt
person of either sex may obtain a voter's
certificate—how Y —* on making applica-
tion therefor in the form of the second
schedule hereto, to the registrar or an
assistant registrar of the electoral distriet
in which such person resides.”

Mz. Moran: It does not say * per-
sonal application,” after all.

Tee PREMIER: But he must make
the application personally.

Mr. Moran: Yes; or in writing. They
filled up the forms.

Tre PREMIER: How is it to be
made P—* on any week day except Satur-
days, between the hours of 9 and 11, and
on Saturday between 9 and 9, up to and
including the 28th day of July, 1900.”
And the next sub-section says, “the
counterfoil shall be in the form of the
third schedule, and shall be signed by
the electoral registrar or the assistant
registrar issuing the same.” Surely
that infers that the two of them had
to sign. The Act said voters’ certifi-
cates issued should be numbered con-
secutively. Some may have been handed
abonut to third parties, and may not have
been distributed at all. Perhaps a dozen
or twenty or even a hundred or a thousand
may have been taken out by a paid can-
vasser, and failing to get anyone to fill
them up, that canvagser may have said
“T could not get any; I exhausted the
district.” In that case, where are the
consecutive numbers? The whole thin,
is absurd. Then again if a voter obtaineg
his certificate, he had to produes it to the
assistant returning officer or the presiding
officer, ag Section 4 provides:—

Any person to whom a voter’s certificate is
isgued may, on producing and delivering up
the same to the assistant returning officer or
other presiding officer, vote at the polling
place therein named within the electoral dis-

trict for which such certificate was irsued, but
not elsewhere.

Then the assistant retarning officer could
ingist on each voter signing.
Mz, Moraw: That 1s all right,
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Tae PREMIER : The whole thing is
ag plain as a pikestaff to anyone desiring
to read it and wanting to understand it
and I think itis a gross scandal that this
plan was adopted by those who were
entrusted with the duty in Kalgoorlie,
Surely there was no occasion for this.

Mgz. Moraw : They all did it.

Tae PREMIER : The population was
circumseribed in a small area, where
there were numerous polling places,
registrars, and assistant registrars, and
where there was supposed to be more
interest in this question than in any
other part of the colony. There was no
reagson for this course. It is, I say, a
scandal and disgrace to those who took
part in it.  The reason why the Govern-
ment have not taken any action in regard
to these justices of the peace is-this. I
think Mr. Burton’s conduct more repre-
hensible than that of others; but you
must remember these are two justices of
the peace, with intelligence; they are not
persons who do not know and do not
understand, but they are very intelligent
persons; and it is mere subterfuge to
tell me they did not know they were
doing wrong. One seems to make some
excuse, but the other is insolent. T have
met Mr. Burton, who wasa justice of the
peace at Esperance. When he came to
Kalgoorlie hé was anxious to be made a
justice of the peace for Kalgoorlie, and
be was really appointed there by the
Government.

Mr. Moran: Nobody asked you.

Tae PREMIER: I think he is
unworthy of being a justice of the peace,
and I believe that 18 the view of this
House. I shall huve much pleasure in
asking His Excellency the Administrator
to remove him from the magisterial bench.

Mz, MongER: The other man ought
to resign.

Motion put and passed.

PAPERS—WYNDHAM ABORIGINE
CHILD, AND MRES. DURACK.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East
gardie) moved :

That all papers, including copies of deposi-
tions in conmection with the case against a
Mra. Durack, of Wyndham, for the alleged
illtreatment of an aboriginal child, be laid
upon the table of the House,

Thie was a case that came before the
police court. He had written to two

Cool-
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persons, including the clerk of the court,
n order to get hold of the depositions,
but had not been able to obtain them.,

The motion being seconded,

Mz. CONNOR asked the hon. member
to give some reason.

Mz. VOSPER replied that he had
done so. He wanted to get the deposi-
tions, and to find out what the matter
was. There might be nothing in it.

Motion put and passed.

MOTION—PATMENT OF MEMBERS, TO
LEGISLATE.

Debate resumed from 20th September,
on the motion by Mr. Gregory in favour
of payment of members and immediate
legialation.

Mr. MITCHELL (Murchison): This
debate was adjourned on the motion of the
member for York (Mr. Monger), but by
way of saving the time of the House I
have an amendment to submit, if I am in
order :

To atrike out the words “fature Parlia-
ments,” in the last line, and insert *Parlia-
ment” in lieu.

Me. J. F. T. HASSELL (Albany): I
beg to second the amendment. My reason
for doing sois that I was returned to this
House on the express understanding that
I should support payment of members
during the present session of Parliament.
There are several pentlemen who are
likely to become candidates at the next
general election, and if the question of
payment of members be not settled now,
those candidates may not be in a position
to offer to represent constituencies in
different parts of the country, because
they will not: know whether there is to be
paymeunt of members or not. As this i
a matter T was requested by my electors
to bring forward during the present meet-
ing of Parliament, I have great pleasure
in seconding the amendment.

Me. Grecory: I accept the amend-
ment.

Me. HUTCHINSON (Geraldton): I
rise to support the amendment, and do so
not only as one who supports the principle
of payment of members, but as one who,
like the member for Albany, has been
sent here to sup)ilort it not only for the
fature but for the present Parliament.
It would be unfair for us to do anything
in the way of providing for payment of a
future Parlisment and not do so for
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members who are here now. According
to the showing of the Premier last night,
members who are in the House now have
for a number of years—some of them for
ten years—carried on the business of the
colony.

Tee PreMier: They are not the ones
who want payment of members.

Me. HUTCHINSON : Some of them
want it as badly as I do.

Tae Premizer: I do not mean it
personally, but they are not in favour of
the principle,

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It is not so
much a question of whether we want it
or not, as whether the country wants
it, and whether we should provide what
the couniry is asking for. To my mind,
there is no doubt that the vast majority
of the people of this country are in favour
of the system.

TEE PREMIER :
them ¢

Mr. HUTCHINSON : The right hon.
gentleman asks why not refer it to them ?
I do not believe in adopting the referen-
dum for any question that may come
along. If it be right for us to refer the
question of payment of members to the
country, it is right to refer to the country
every railway and every work that
requires to be built.

Toae PreEmier: That is a very different
matter.

Mz, HUTCHINSON : If we were to
refer every little question like this of pay-
ment of members——

Ture Prrmisr: A little question—
£16,000 a, year!

Mr. HUTCHINSON: If we were to
vefer every little question to the country,
the life of this Parliament would be taken
away to a great extent. It would mean
that members would not dare to say what
they considered best and necessary for
the country, without referring to the
people every week or every month during
the time they were assembled. I is not
necessary for me to go over the arguments
in favour of the principle of payment
of members—they have been dealt with
many times in the House; and it is only
necessary for us to recollect that in every
colony in Australasia. this principle of
payment of members has been adopted
for years, and that the objections which
can be raised against it now have been
raised in every one of the other colonies,

Why uot vefer it to
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and very few of the objections—indeed I
do not think any of them—have ever been
proved to be true. I recolleet well that
years ago when the question was being
agitated in New South Wales, people
said “You will get the House full of
agitators”; but there are no more agitators
in the House now in New South Wales
or Victoria than there were before that
principle was introduced. I believe the
majority of the electors in this colony and
in every other colony have sufficient good
sense to know what sort of man they want
to send into Parliament; and if the man
they elect does not represent their views,
they will have suflicient sense to get rid
of im. If he goes into the House and does
not represent their views, they will make
known theiropinions in such # manner that
he will have no weight in the House, and
the couniry will take very little interest in
him. I cannot understand how anyone can
argue that members who come here and
devote six or eight months of the year,
should not be paid for it. Are we
expected to assist to the best of our
ability in making the laws of the country,
to do it for nothing, and at the same
time to pay all who carry out the law?
If so, we are expected to deprive our-
selves of rights which are those of every
man in private business, and do the
country's work for nothing, a state of
things which the country does not ask
for, or look for, because the people are
prepared to pay us, and we have no right
to allow a feeling of false modesly to
interfere with the bringing in of this
Bill. Tt has been said outside the House,
and prubably it will be said inside, that
it is not right for us to vote this money
at the present stage, and for the Parlia-
ment now sitting.  But it is quite prob-
able that when a system of payment of
members is put into law, the Legislative
Council will also have to be includell;
and if that be the case,. it is impossible
for members of Parliament not fo vote
for payment to themselves, because the
members of the Tegislative Council do
not go for election asg members of the
Assembly do, so that the former, at any
rate, will have to vote themselves this
salary, remuneration, or whatever it may
be termed. I do not see any reason why
we should not vote this salary for our-
selves; because the majority of members
know very well their constituents are in
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favour of the principle, and it is our duty
to ourselves and to them to vote for
it mow. I have no feeling of false
modesty about the matter, because I con-
gider every member who comes here should
do what he considers right in the
interests of the country, and ought not
to be allowed to suffer financially. I
intend to vote for the amendment, and I
hope the majority of members will do
likewise; because that would, at any rate,
make it clear that those who will come in
at the next general election will know
their position, and the country will be
able to send men knowing there is pay-
ment of members, and that there will be
no excuse for any man who is returned,
and does not attend to the business of
the country.

Mr. SOLOMON (South Fremantle) :
It is my intention to support the amend-
ment. I was sent here not with a pledge,
but on the understanding that I should
vote for payment of members, and for
many years I bave always done so, when
the question has come before the House,
T bave always thought that payment of
members would give a larger scope and
choice to the electors, because there 1s
many & man who poasibly is not able to
leave his business for a time without
having somebody to attend to it while he
18 away on his parlizmentary duties, and
I consider that such a’man should have
some allowance, o that he can provide a
substitute. I do not think the electors
would require a man to neglect his
business for the purpose of serving his
country, because every man is worthy of
his hire. Not only that, but in very
many instances men have to neglect their
business to such an extent that without
their foreseeing the consequence they are
led almost to their ruin. This question
hgs been raised time after time, and on
the last occasion it was decided to adopt
the principle of the referendum. From
what I understand however, the people
do not require a referendum, but want
the question settled before the next
election, and desire to know whether
future members are to be paid or not.
No doubt if the question did go to a
referendum the majority of the people
would vote in favour of payment of
members, and, at any rate, they desire
‘the gquestion settled once and for all.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Me. MONGER (York): On all occa-
gions when I have had the pleasure of
speaking on this subject I have expressed
myself opposed to the system of payment
of members, and I have no occasion now,
practically on the eve of the disselution of
Parliament, to differ from the ideas I
expressed eight years ago. When I meet
my constituents in a few months' time, T
intend to exprese the same opinions on
this question as when I first sought their
suffrages, and if this big question is to
be considered at all, there is but one way
to decide it, and that is by means of a
referendum to the whole of the people.
Let everybody who desires to hold a
Pposition in Parliament appear before those
whose suffrages he seeks, and express his
opinions one way or the other; and I
would hail with pleasure a referendum,
hoping that the intelligence of the people
would be such as 1o decide that, at all
events for years to come, there shall be
ne payment of members. So longas I
have an opportunity of expressing myself,
it must be in that direction; and I am
surprised to think that only the other day
there should have emanated from the
Legislative Council a motion carried, I
believe unanimously, having the same
object in view a8 the motion we are now
considering.

Tur Premier: Do you propose to
give the Legislative Council payment,
too ?

Me. MONGER: I am sorry to think
that members of the Legislative Council
should have taken on themselves to
bring forward such a proposal. T would
like to see that body comstructed on
the game basis and with the same
privileges as the Legislative Council in
Victoria. Members of the Legislative
Council are supposed to represent the
wealth and intellect of Western Australia,
and if they were on the same basis as the
Chamber in Victoria, they would not for
one moment think of making such a
suggestion. T hope it will be a long time
before Western Australia ever carries out
such a motion as that of the member for
North Coolgardie (Mr. Gregory), and
that at the next general electron, if the
matter be referred to a referendum, the
people will show sufficient intelligence to
declare they will have independent men
who do not seek election on chance of a
paltry salary.
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Me. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie) : I do not think this a question
which requires much in the nature of
argument, The referendum was a com-
promise suggested by the Premier two
¥ears ago.

Tur PremIER: It was one year ago,
and it was accepted by everyone.

Mgr. VOSPER: That compromise was
accepted, because it was impossible to
get more, and for some reason or other
the opinion of the House has changed, 1
am glad to say, becanse the compromise
was ope which did not meet with my
favour. I was returned pledged to the
principle of payment of members, and
immediate payment at that.

Tae PreMIER: The hon. member
agreed to the compromise.

Mz. VOSPER: It will be found in
the pages of Hansard that I expressed
regret at the arrangement. Speaking for
myself, the only argument that need be
adduced in favour of payment of mem.
bers is that the labourer is worthy of his
hire, Bo far as my constituency is con-
cerned, T am pledged to the principle,
and I take it the intention was that I
should vote for payment, not for a future
Parliament, but for myself and my
colleagues in this Parliament,

Mg, Morar: What is a future Patlia-
ment ?

Mzr. VOSPER: T do not know, and I
will leave the question to some person
more skilled in constitutional law than
myself. I do not see why we should
provide for future Parliaments, because,
as has been said: “ What has posterity
done for us that we should do this for
posterity ?*  The majority of members
came pledged to the principle of payinent
of members in this Parliament and other
Parliaments, and, consequently, we would
have been justified in passing the motion
in the first session. It is a matter of
regret that the motion was not passed
then, and we would do well to make up
for lost time by passing the amendment,
and thus declaring that not only should
members of Parliament be paid, but that
members of this Parliament are at least
entitled to payment for the remaining

riod of their term,

Mzr. HIGHAM (Fremauptle): On the
ground that the labourer is worthy of his
hire, I certainly would be justified in
accepting the amendment of the member
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for the Murchison (Mr. Mitchell); but I
fail to see why that hon. member should
receive the support of members opposite
to the amendment he has proposed. We
have accepted the position we now hold
without any recompense, and I think it is
most discreditable to this Parliament—

Mz. Moranw: Why?

M=r. HIGHAM: I think it is most
discreditable to this Parliament——

Mr. Moran: You need not take the
money.

Mr. HIGHAM: I am not going to
take it so far as that goes, but I think it
is most discreditable on the part of other
members to accept payment voted by
themselves when they came into this
Parliament without payment of members.
I may say what I have said before on
the floor of this House, that personally I
am not in favour of payment of members.
I have not been returned pledged to sup-
port payment, still I do hold that to
some extent there should be a reimburse-
ment for expenses to members who travel
from long distances to this House,
However, I have never been able, after
consulting & great many members in this
House and visiting wembers on this
question, to arrive at any basis on which
a reimbursement for expenses should be
made. On these grounds and on the
understanding that was arrived at I
assented 1o the vote taken last year. So
far as the referendum is concerned, I will
admit that I have changed my opinion.
I say that this House is practically justi-
fied in pa.ssing legislation in favour of pay-
ment, of members for the next Parliament.

Mr. Moran: Will it bind the next
Parliament ¥

Mz. HIGHADM : If we pass the legis-
lation this session, certainly the next
Parliament may throw it out. We may
pass the legislation in this session for
payment to members of the ensuing
Parliament, and T think in doing that we
are doing all that we are justified in
doing. 1 certainly hope that this Housa
will not pass the amendment.

Me. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
In regard to the motion before the House
and the amendment, I may say that I
intend to vote for the samendwent for the
reason that it has been passed in this
House now for many years that it is
desirable to pay members. I suppose it
will make very little difference to myself,
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because I am not particularly anxious
about the small amount of money that
may be decided on. I have always heen
against payment of members, and I did
not come here pledged one way or another.
Up to the present I have always voted
against payment, because I thought the
honour of being a member of Parliament
should be sufficient. But we find that
from one end of the country to the other
it: is the express wish of the electors that
payment should take place at as early a
date as possible. Members in this House
have worked 14 or 15 years, and in a
great many cases 10 years, and have not
received a sizpence for the whole of their
services excepting a free pass on the rail-
ways. If the amendment is not carried,
T certainly will vote against the Bill which
will come before the House, because the
least we can do is to let those who
intend to enjoy the privilege of payment
of members pass their own Bill. If we
do pass the motion, the present Parliament
should be paid the same as every other
Parliament in the world. I express this
opinion because wherever you go, on the
goldfields especially and in nearly every
other district in the colony, the guestion
has been asked of those who aspire to
parlismentary honours whether they
favour payment of members, and the
candidate has always said, ““yes,” which
reply has given satisfaction. Wa shall
not be doing anything very wrong if we
carry out the express wish of the electors.
A resolution was passed in 1897, in 1898,
and in 1899 that payment of members is
desirable; therefore 1 see no reason why
the payment should not date from the
financial year 1899, if it is agreed to. I
assure members it is a very expensive
thing to be a member of this Honse,
because you have to keep up your own
home whether you live in the city or in a
country district, and your business to a
certain extent iy neglected. Itis a source
of great expense also, and I would like to
ask the Premier what it costs him in the
refreshment room per month for being a
member of Parliament. I would like to
ask other members here, who perhaps are
fairly well to do, how much it costs them
per annum. I am sure it is more than
the small amount which it will be pro-
posed to pay members. If it was not the
express wish of the electors I shounld be
the last member in the House to agree to
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payment. I have no particular wish to
see the payment carried out. I have
been opposed to it before, but when the
Government bring down a Bill and ask
us to support it and grant payment of
members—

Tre PrEmIER : We have not done that.

Mz. A. FORREST : T think there is a
Bill before the House.

Tee Premier: That Bill is simply to
ask the electors to say whether there
should be payment or not.

Me. A. FORREST: I see no reason
for a referendum. Bvery district in the
colony is in favour of payment of mem-
bers, and even the district of Bunbury I
believe would favour payment of mem-
bera; therefore it is mnot possible for
us to stop it any longer. As faras I am
concerned I intend to vote for payment
of members on the ground that if we pass
the necessary legislation, we have as much
right to receive the salary appertaining
to the office as the next Parliament which
will be elected in May next.

Mr. CONNOR (East Kimberley): I
find there is something wanting in this
debate, and which we feel lonely without.
A question such ag this has actually
cropped up without there being a ne-
confidence debate. That being so, I think
it wise that some time should be given
for members to move a no-confidence
motion. I am opposed to payment of
members myself, but we have not had
sufficient time to debate this matter ; there-
fore I move that the debate be adjourned.

THE Speaker: Is there any seconder?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
second the motion.

Motion for adjournment put, and
declared negatived on the voices.

M=r. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
I hardly think it is worth going into
details——

Tee PreEmier: A division was called
for, Mr. Speaker.

Tar SPEAKER: T did not hear any-
one call for a division.

Mz. Connor: I called  divide.”

Ter SPEAKER: I &id not hear it.
The House will divide.

Division taken with the following
reault :—

Ayes v 14
Noes .. 14
A tie ... we O
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AYES. NoEes,
My, Connor Mr. Ewing
Mr, Darlot Mr. A. Forrest
8ir John Forrest Mr, Hall
My, D, Forrest Mr. J, F. T, Hasgall
Mr, Higham Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lefroy Mr, Tlingworth
My, Pgnnefut.her Mr, Kinramill
Mr, Piesse Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Quinlan Mr, Moznn
Mr. n Mr. Oats
Mr, Sholl My, Solomon
Mr, Throssell Mr, Vosper
Mr. Wood Mr. Wilzon
Mr, Monger (Tsller), My, Gregory (Teller).

Tue SPEAEER: I give my vote for
the “ ayes.”

Motion thus passed on the casting vote,
and the debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 930 o'clock
until the next day.

Legislatibe @ouncil,
Thursday, 11th October, 1900,

Paper Presented—Motion : Railway Stotion Remowal,
Kalgoorlie—Kalgoorlie Municipal Logus Renppro-
%::mt:on Bill, third reading—Municipal Institutions

ill, amendments adepted pre formd—Distillation
Bill, second reading—Adjowrnment.

Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYEES.

PAPER FRESENTED.

By the CoroniaL SECRETARY: Annual
Report by the Commandant of the Local
Forces.

Ordered to lie on the table.

MOTION—RAILWAY STATION RE-
MOVAL, KALGOORLIE.

Hon. A. ¢¢. JENEKINS (North-East)
moved :

That the departmental reports and plans
relating to the proposed ncw station, situate
near Hannan street, Kalgoorlie, be laid on the
table of the Honse.
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For some time past a station had been
situate near to Hannan street, in Kal-
goorlie, and some persons, encouraged in
a belief that the station would remain
there, had erected large and commodious
buildings, and trade had been diverted to
that locality. For some reason or other,
the station for that end of the town was
now to be fizxed about 200 yards from the
old station; and unless some good reasons
for this removal were given, it should not
take place. If the departmental report
showed that the alteration of the site was
necessary, then there would be no objec-
tion ; but he wanted these reports to be
open to inspection, so that any unpleasant
rumours or suspicions aroused Dby the
removal of the station should be done
away with. '

Hown. T. F. O. BRIMAGE (South)
seconded the motion. SBome time ago
the Government put up land for sale by
auction, an 1 advertised that the land was
in the vicinity of Hannan street railway
station; the station was now to he
removed, which was very inconvenient,
and damaging to property in the main
street of the town. It was proposed
that there should be a sub-way at that
station, which did not go into the middle
of the next street, but went to the
furthest end of the next street from
Hannagn street. He did not wish to im-
pute motives to Government officials, but
he had strong reasons to believe that the
station could have been conveniently
nearer t0 Hannazn street than the mite it
was proposed to remove it to.

Question put and passed.

KALGQORLIE MUNICIPAL LOANS
REAPPROPRIATION BILL.
Read a third time, on motion by How.
A. Q. JevEns, and passed.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
COMMITTEE, pro formd.

On motion by the Corowial SEcRE-
Tary, the House went into Committee for
the purpose of adopting, pro formd, cer-
tain amendments recommended by a
Select Committee, and for having the
amendments printed in the body of the
Bill prior to discussion.

Bill reported formally with the amend-
ments, and ordered to he reprinted.



